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PREFACE. 


rp{-]E  author  of  the  following  letter  wrote  it  under 
the  fulled:  convi&ion,  that  Mr.  Burke  was  not 
under  any  of  thofe  apprehenfions  which  he  affe&ed  to 
feel  when  he  fent  his  pamphlet  to  the  prefs. 

Either  Mr.  Burke  believes  that  men  of  much  more 
weight  in  the  nation  than  any  members  of  the  Re¬ 
volution  Society,  have  entertained  dangerous  defigns 
againft  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  government, 
or  he  has  been  actuated  by  thofe  motives,  which  the 
author  has  ventured  to  impute  to  him,  in  the  clofe 
of  his  letter. 

Of  the  Conftitutional  Society,  all  the  author  knows 
is,  that  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Sir 
Cecil  Way,  and  many  other  gentlemen  profefling 
to  be  the  friends  of  Freedom,  attended  it  a  few  years 
ago. 
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To  his  Readers  he  moft  fincerely  recommends  the 
perufal  of  Mr.  Burked  Thoughts  c<  On  the  prefent 
Difcontents.”  They  will  find  that  when  he  publilhed 
that  work,  he  conceived  the  French,  that  is,  the  late 
government  of  France,  to  be,  “  the  determined  Foes 
cc  of  the  Freedom  of  Mankind*”  He  alfo  begs  them 
to  perufe  all  his  political  Tracts,  and  particularly  his 
Speech  on  the  Reform  of  the  King’s  Houfehold, 
See. — In  page  68,  there  is  a  pafiage  exceeding  in  in¬ 
civility  any  thing  to  be  met  with  in  Doftor  Price’s 
Sermon,  he  begins — “  Kings  are  Lovers  of  low  Com- 
cc  pany.”  To  any  man  who  has  had  the  honour  to  be 
preferred  to  his  Majefty,  or  to  live  in  the  world, 
the  whole  pafiage  will  appear  in  the  higheft  degree 
ungenerous  and  unjuft,  as  much  fo  as  it  would  be  to 
difpute  the  title  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  the  cha- 
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rafter  of  the  belt  bred  gentleman  in  Europe. 
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TO  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

*  *  *  *  I 

EDMUND  BURKE. 


SIR,. 

I  AM  one  amongfl  the  thoufands  in  this  nation, 
who  waited  with  impatience  for  your  long-pro- 
mifed  Letter,  and  I  have  read  it  over  more  than  once 
with  the  utmofl  attention.  Had  it  been  merely  con¬ 
fined  to  the  affairs  of  France  I  fhould  not  have  troubled 
you  with  a  fingle  obfervation,  but  when  we  are  fo 
plainly  told,  that  there  is  a  body  of  men  in  this  country 
who  wifh  to  introduce  amongfl  us  the  fame  dreadful 
confufions,  which  have  fo  long  prevailed  in  that  mi- 
ferable  kingdom,  then,  Sir,  it  is  proper  that  every 
man  who  loves  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  and 
venerates  the  Britifh  Conflitution,  fhould  be  upon 
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IliH  gftard  ;  and  if  he  has  hitherto  kept  bad  coup 
pany  it  is  full  time  to  quit  them,  as  you  feem 

to  have  done  feme  of  thofe  with  whom  you  have  afio- 

% 

dated. 

I  have  been  for  feme  years  a  member  of  the 
Revolution  Society,  and  had  the  honour  to  be  one 
of  the  Stewards  a  few  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Pitt  was 
in  die  zenith  of  his  popularity.  Bred  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  England,  I  had  no  curiofity  to  attend 
to  a  political  difeourfe  from  a  Dilfenting  Minifter ; 
but  at,  and  after  dinner,  there  has  always  been 
much  decent  and  focial  mirth. — Our  toads  were 
truly  loyal  and  conftitutional,  and  we  had  one 
amongft  others,  which,  if  general  report  deferves 
credit,  is  invariably  omitted  in  two  focieties  to  which 
you  belong. — We,  Sir,  never  feparated  without 
drinking  a  bumper  to  our  beloved  monarch,  George 
the  Third. — 1  have  heard,  that  this  popular  toaft  is 
not  given  either  at  the  Whig  Club,  or  at  the  Annual 
Weftmiafter  Meeting. 

Admitting,  that  lad  year  Dr.  Price  Hepped  far  be¬ 
yond  the  line  of  prudence  and  propriety ;  and  be¬ 
lieving  that  his  fermon  does  not  contain  the  fenti- 
ments  of  one  in  a  hundred  of  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  nay,  more,  doubting  whether  a  majority  of 

the  members  of  the  Revolution  Society  coincided 

»  > 

'with  him  in  opinion,  although  the  refolutions  which 
lie  moved  after  a  good  dinner,  met  with  an  unani¬ 
mous  concurrence.  -Let  me  afk  you  where  is  the 
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individual,  or  even  the  body  of  men,  whofB  conduct 
is  not  at  times  tinctured  with  abfurdity  ?  And  let 
me  lay.  Sir,  in  behalf  of  the  DifTenlers,  widi 
many  of  whom  I  have  had  much  communication, 
that  they  are  a  fober,  pious,  honeft,  and  confcien- 
tious  community.  They  have  been  marked  of  late 
years  at  leaft  for  their  confetency. — I  hope  and  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  four,  levelling  fpirir,  which  formerly 
animated  them,  does  not  generally  exift  amongft 
them  at  the  prefent  moment.  You,  Mr.  Burke, 
have  agreed  with  them  formerly  in  many  points.- — 
They  oppofed,  with  their  utmoft  zeal,  that  mad  and 
deftrudtive  war,  which  brought  this  nation  to  the 
brink  of  ruin. — Do  you  blame  them,  becaule  they 
too  well  remember,  what  it  is  for  your  intei  ejt  ihe 
whole  world  Jhould  forget  ?  There  is  a  conhftency 
in  their  conduct,  which  I  In  vain  look  for  in  your’s, 
or  amongft  fome  of  your  connexions. — When,  by 
your  own  confeffion,  every  fource  of  taxation  v?as 
exhaufted  in  this  kingdom,  and  when  by  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  your  friend,  Mr.  Fox,  peace  alone  could 
fave  the  country,  the  Diftenters,  as  a  body,  fup- 
ported  theMinifter,  who  made  that  neceftary  peace. 
The  Diftenters,  as  a  body,  reprobated  that  mon- 
ixrous  arrangement,  by  which  not  only  impunity, 
but  remuneration  was  infured  to  the  Minifter,  who 
had  fo  often  fmarted  under  the  kfh  of  your  fatire, 
whom  you  had  fo  often  threatened  with  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  an  infuited,  exhaufted  people,  whom 
you  had  fo  often  pledged  yourfelf  to  call  to  an  ac¬ 
count  for  his  ad  ions,  by  impeachment , 
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The  Diffenters,  Sir,  could  not  fee  your  union 
with  fuch  a  Minifter  (of  whom,  if  they  had  a  bad 
opinion,  Mr.  Burke  did  more  to  inftil  that  bad  opi¬ 
nion  into  them  than  any  other  perfon  in  the  world) 
without  withdrawing  all  confidence  from  you  in 
future. — W ere  they  fingular  here  ?  Did  they  not 
think  with  a  very  decided  majority  of  the  people  of 
England  ? 

How  honourably  did  they  a<ft  in  the  next  great 
event  that  happened  in  the  country. — Having  no 
means  of  information  fuperior  to  the  generality  of 
their  countrymen,  they  were  with  them  deceived 
by  the  reprefentations  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  of 
the  oppreffions  committed  by  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  on  India.  But  when  the  mafk  was  thrown 
1  /  '  •  . 

cfF,  when  it  was  palpable  that  thefe  reprefentations 
were  made  to  facilitate  the  paffage  of  a  bill  through 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  which  was  to  create  a 
fourth  eftate  in  the  country,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
late  Adminiftration  in  their  offices,  the  Diffienters 
a£ted  with  a  moil  decided  majority  of  the  people  of 
England.  His  Majefty  was  enabled  to  difmifs  you 
from  his  fervice,  and  by  a  proper  exertion  of  a  molt 
valuable  prerogative,  to  diffolve  that  Parliament, 
which  would  have  reftored  you  to  power,  contrary 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  King  and  his  people. 

-f - 

When  Providence  affli&ed  his  Majefty  with  a 
fevere  indifpofition,  what  was  the  condudt  of  the 
Diffienters  ?  Thofe  who  had  feats  in  Parliament 
fupported  their  true  and  lawful  Sovereign. — Their 
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Clergy  offered  up  fervent  prayers  to  Heaven,  for  hit 
recovery.— The  Diffenters,  as  a  body,  agreed  with 
a  prodigious  majority  of  the  people  of  England. — 
The  Revolution  Society  did  the  fame.— What  did 
the  Whig  Club  ?—^What  did  Mr.  Burke  ?  Is  it  not 
a  notorious  fad,  that  both  were  leagued  with  a 
powerful  party,  who  looked  every  inftant  for  a  com¬ 
plete  change  in  the  Admin  iftration  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  }  I  enter  not  into  the  heart  of  man,  but 
judging  from  events  that  happened  under  my  own 
eye,  I  may  venture  to  declare,  that  your  feelings 
for  the  date  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  and 
of  his  amiable,  afflided  Confort,  were  not  fo  acute 
as  they  appear  now  to  be  for  the  fallen  majefty  of 
France. 

Shall  I,  Sir,  who  was  a  witnefs  to  the  condud 
of  the  Diffenters  upon  thefe  great  and  trying  occa- 
fions,  give  them  no  credit  for  the  good  they  did, 
becaufe  it  is  poffble,  that  fome  of  them  entertain  fpe* 
culative  and  abfurd  notions  relative  to  another  country; 
or,  fhall  I  fufped  them  of  a  defign  to  involve  this  coun¬ 
try  in  confufion,  becaufe  in  their  zeal  againft  delpo- 
tifm  they  have  applauded  the  condud  of  thofe  who 
have  deftroyed  it  in  France  in  one  fliape  ;  though 
many  good  men  fear,  that  it  will  rear  its  head  in 
another  infinitely  more  horrible. 

To  the  ad  of  opening  a  correfpondence  with  the 
adual  government  of  a  foreign  nation,  without  the 
exprefs  authority  of  the  government  under  which 
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wc  live,  I  was  not  a  party",  having  been  abfent  in 
|he  laff  year. 

But  I  recoiled  the  time  when  you  did  an  aci,  in 
my  opinion,  more  juftly  reprehenfible,  and  furely 
as  much  againft  law. 

Y  on  boafted  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the, 
year  1781,  that  you  had  opened  a  correfpondence 
with  Dr.  Franklin,  and  were  a&oally  negociating 
the  exchange  of  M.  Laurens  for  General  Burgoyne  • 
yet  Dr.  Franklin,  whatever  were  his  merits,  was, 
by  the  law  of  the  land  at  that  time,  a  rebels 
as  fuch  he  was  deemed  by  die  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  whofe  authority  you  would  now  fuppoit  to 
an  extent  that  would  be  highly  oppreffive.  Think¬ 
ing  with  you,  as  to  the  folly  of  the  American 
war,  and  the  ruin  it  has  entailed  upon  this 
country,  1  mud  ftill  allow,  that  it  was  the  war 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and  if  many  of  the 
high  do&rines  which  you  promulgate  in  the  book  be-^ 
fore  us  are  true,  then  I  repeat.  Sir,  that  your  eorre- 
fpondence  with  Doctor  Franklin  in  178.1,  was  infi¬ 
nitely  mere  reprehenfible  than  that  of  the  Revolur 
don  Club  with  the  National  AtTembly  in  1 789. 
You  have  heretofore  written  upon,  the  difeontents 
©f  the  people,  and  have  not  always  imputed  them,  m 
my  opinion,  to  the  true  caufe ;  now  it  fuits  your  ar¬ 
gument  to  deferibe  them  as  profperous  and  happy. 
Will  you,  after  thefe  deviations  from yourfelf,  allow 
nothing  for  a  too  forward  zeal  in  the  Di Tenters  ? 
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You  have  very  much  miftaken  the  nature  of  the 
Revolution  Society,  if,  indeed,  fuch  a  name  can 
with  propriety  be  given  to  that  meeting  of  which 
alone  I  am  a  member.  The  invitation  is  general—* 
there  are  a  certain  number  of  lie  wards  appointed 
each  year — thefe  iffue  an  advertifement,  inviting  all 
gentlemen  who  wifli  well  to  the  principles  of  the  Re¬ 
volution,  to  dine  at  the  London  Tavern,  where, 
for  feven  ihillings  and  flxpence,  they  get  a  good 
dinner  >  as  much  fliefry,  port,  and  punch  as  they 
like ;  hear  fome  very  good  longs,  and  fepa'rate  ge¬ 
nerally  well  pleafed  with  each  other,  and  contented 
with  that  government,  under  which  they  enjoy  a  de¬ 
gree  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  unknown'  to  any 
other.  But  as  this  fort  of  advertifement  brings  toge¬ 
ther  one  hundred  and  fifty,  two  hundred,  and  this 
year,  I  believe,  nearly  three  hundred  gentlemen^ 
there  mull  naturally  be  (hades  of  difference  in  many 
points,  which  an  Englifhman  thinks  he  has  a  right 
to  difcufs  as  often  as  he  pleafes ;  but  every  perfon 
prefent  each  year  that  I  have  attended,  was  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  pureft  fentiments  of  love  and  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  King,  and  Teemed  to  feel  the  blefiingshe' 
enjoyed  under  his  mild  and  aufpicious  government. 

Thus  much.  Sir,  for  the  nature  of  our  Society. 

I  have  read,  and  with  horror  and  indignation^ 
the  account  which  you  have  given  us  of  the  dread¬ 
ful  6th  of  October^  1789;  I  have  fo  much  charity, 
as  to  believe  that  no  fociety  of  gentlemen,  with 
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whom  I  have  had  the  honour  to  afloclate,  could 
have  opened  a  correfpondence  with  men,  who  ap* 
proved  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  had  they  really 
known  at  the  time  what  horrible  excefles  were  com¬ 
mitted.  I  am  ftill  to  learn  that  the  National  Aflem* 
bly  did  approve  thofe  proceedings.  I  will  go 
a  ftep  farther ;  I  ftill  doubt,  whether  the  fads 
be  true  or  not,  to  the  extent  you  have  dated  them, 
and  I  do  fo,  becaufe  I  have  no  dependance  upon 
your  veracity,  for  plain  and  obvious  reafons ;  I  was 
one  amongft  fome  thoufands,  who  a  few  years  ago 
heard  you  in  Weftminfter  Hall  give  a  detailed  and 
particular  account  of  many  cruelties  infiided  upon 
certain  natives  of  Bengal,  by  the  order  of  a  man 
called  Deby  Sing. 

It  has  fince  been  proved,  by  the  mod  unques¬ 
tionable  evidence,  that  many  of  the  cruelties,  and 
thofe  in  particular  which  it  was  moft  offenfive  to  mo- 
defty,  and  to  common  decency  to  mention,  never 
Were  committed  at  all. 

•  »  *  >  .  r#  •  . 

Since  the  publication  of  your  Pamphlet  it  was  the 
fubjed  of  converfation  between  two  gentlemen  of 
conftderable  talents — the  one  had  been  in  France 
during  the  fummer ;  the  other  for  many  years  in 
India. — The  firft  declared,  that  he  fhould  pay  no 
credit  to  what  you  had  faid  of  Mr.  Raftings,  be¬ 
caufe  he  could  convid  you  of  many  errors  in  your 
French  accounts — the  other  expreffed  equal  diftruft 
of  the  fads  mentioned  in  your  bbok,  becaufe  he 

knew 


9  3 

% 

knew  your  ignorance  of  a  country  that  he  himfelf 
had  long  refided  in. 

How  do  I  know,  that  deceptions  have  not  been 
pra&ifed  upon  us,  as  to  the  affairs  of  France,  fimilar 
to  thofe  which  you  played  off  in  Weftminfter  Hall  ? 

The  Diffenters  are  a  fober  and  difpaffionate  peo¬ 
ple;  they  are  in  the  habit  of  examining  fubje&s 
very  clofely ;  and  they,  in  common  with  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  people  of  England,  have  kept  their  eyes 
upon  the  ftory  of  Deby  Sing,  as  the  criterion  by 
which  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Burke  was  to  be  judged. 
hereafter. 

Borne  down  and  oppreffed  for  a  time  by  the 
power  of  his  profecutors,  and  conceiving  that  a 
Parliament  could  not  be  diffolved  before  it  clofed  a 
criminal  trial  which  in  its  youth  it  began ,  Mr.  Has¬ 
tings  took  no  notice  of  this  ftory  of  Deby  Sing  in 
the  firft  year ;  but  early  in  the  fecond,  he  prayed 
his  profecutors  to  bring  it  forward  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  he  might  be  enabled  to  refute  it.  Upon  that 
occafion,  voku,  Mr.  Burke,  did  affirm,  that  you 
would  offer  evidence  upon  it ;  and  you  did  fo  in 
the  following  year  :  but  I  never  yet  met  with  a 
man  of  fo  muddy  an  underftanding,  as  not  to  difco- 
ver  at  a  firft  glance,  that  there  was  not  a  fingle  al¬ 
legation  preferred  by  the  late  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  which  any  thing  relative  to  Deby  Sing  could  ap- 
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ply — You  had  been  told  fo  a  year  before,  both  in 
the  Houfe  and  out  of  it.  The  refult  was  clear— 
the  Lords  determined  without  the  hefitation  of  an 
inftant,  that  no  evidence,  as  to  Deby  Sing,  was  ad- 
miffible,  becaufe  nothing  that  had  a  reference  to 
him  was  charged  in  the  articles. 

The  line  for  an  honed  man  to  take  was  obvious. 
You  fhould  have  gone  to  the  Commons— you 
fhould  have  told  them,  that  you  had  oppofed  the 
prayer  of  Mr.  Hadings’s  petition  formerly,  becaufe 
you  thought  evidence  could  be  received  on  the  bu- 
ftnefs  of  Deby  Sing,  upon  the  articles  as  they  flood  ; 
but  as  the  Lords  had  determined  otherwife,  a  regard 
to  your  own  honour,  and  to  the  earned  requed  of 
the  defendant,  compelled  you  to  lay  matters  before 
the  Houfe,  to  induce  them  to  adopt  a  new  article. 
Is  there  one  amongd  the  men  differing  from  you,  with 
whom  you  have  taken  fuch  liberties  ?— Is  there  one 
amongd  thofe  who  agree  with  you,  who  does  not  in 
his  confidence  believe,  that  you  would  have  done 
what  it  was  your  duty,  at  all  events  to  do,  had  you 
not  had  the  fulled  con  vision  in  your  own  mind, 
that  the  Jlriffiures  pajfed  upon  you  were  founded  in 
truth  ?  Had  you  not  known,  that  many  of  the  fa<ds 
which  you  dated,  as  if  they  had  been  proved  and 
edablifhed  by  evidence,  never  were  committed  at  all  ^ 
and  that  for  thofe  that  did  happen,  human  ingenuity 
could  not  affix  blame  upon  Mr.  Hadings. 
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Who  is  there  amongft  the  public,  who  has  feri- 
oufly  confidered  this  matter,  that  will  take  a  fadt  ’ 
upon  your  credit,  however  he  may  admire  your  rea¬ 
soning,  as  I  moft  fmcerely  do,  in  very  many  parts 
of  the  book  before  me. 

The  conclufion  you  draw**  from  the  conduct  of 
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the  French,  I  deny  moft  folemnly — I  deny  that 
“  the  glory  of  Europe  is  gone  for  ever,  or  that  we 
<c  fhall  no  more  behold  that  generous  loyalty  to 
“  rank  and  fex — that  proud  fubmiflion — -that  dig- 
f‘  nified  obedience — that  fubordination  of  the  heart, 
<c  which  kept  alive,  even  in  fervitude  itfelf,  the 
“  fpirit  of  an  exalted  freedom.” 

This  pafiage  I  admire  for  its  fublimity.— In  point 
of  composition  it  is  moft  mafterly;  but  in  point  of 
fadt,  it  is  not  true. — Have  you  fo  foon.  Sir,  forgot 
events  that  fo  recently  occurred  in  our  own  country? 
Did  you  never  witnefs  the  tender,  the  affedtionate 
folicitude  of  all  ranks,  degrees,  and  ages,  during 
the  illnefs  of  our  beloved  Sovereign,  which  oc¬ 
curred  but  a  few  months  before  the  French  Revolu¬ 
tion  ?  Have  you  never  feen  the  crowds  that  filled 
each  day  the  Levee  Room  at  St.  Jameses  Y  Have 
you  never  marked  the  anxiety  upon  the  counte¬ 
nances  of  thoufands,  to  whom  it  could  be  of  no 
confequence  whether  Mr.  Fitt,  or  Mr.  Fox  was  the 
Minifter  ?  If  you  had  any  other  attraction  to  the- 
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theatre  than  Mrs*  Siddons,  have  you  not  witneffed  the 
,burfts  of  loyalty  which  proceeded  from  from  all  ranks 
of  people,  and  how  impotent  the  attempts  to  impede 
them  in  their  courfe,  while  “  God  fave  the  King’’  re¬ 
founded  from  every  fide  ? — -Was  there  any  want  of 
attention  to  our  amiable  Queen  in  the  trying  hour 
of  difficulty  and  diftrefs  ?  — A  competent  majority  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  fpoke  the  fenfe  of  ninety- 
nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  the  people,  amongft  whom 
I  include  all  the  Dijfenters ,  who  loved  their  Sove^ 
reign  Lord  the  King,  though  they  had  no  cordial  re¬ 
gard  for  his  Miniiter,  Mr.  Pitt. — However  ferocious 
the  great  and  the  little  vulgar  may  have  been  in 
France,  this  land  the  Almighty  in  his  great  provF 
dence  will,  I  trull,  long  preferve,  famous  as  it  is  at 
the  prefent  moment,  for  love  and  loyalty  to  the  King, 
and  for  an  ardent  zeal  in  the  fupport  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty. 

^  s 

Nor  were  thefe  generous  and  affedionate  feelings 
confined  to  our  own  country — My  refped  for  the 
King  of  the  French  (as  they  now  call  him)  is  con- 
fiderably  heightened  by  a  recolle&ion  of  the  folici- 
tude  which  he  exprelfed  for  our  Sovereign.— Alt 
Europe  felt  for  our  Father  and  our  King.— America* 
which  you  once  denominated  the  firlt  common¬ 
wealth  upon  earth,  forgot  its  prejudices,  and  pray¬ 
ed  for  the  recovery  of  a  good  man  and  a  good 
King. — India  mourned  at  his  illnefs,  and  rejoiced 
When  his  health  was  reftored.— The  Princes,  the  So¬ 
vereigns* 
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Vereigns,  and  the  people,  who  have  told  the  Britltb 
nation,  that  men  ignorant  of  their  laws,  manners,  and 
cuftoms,  have  impeached  the  man  it  (hould  have  re¬ 
warded,  fent,  by  the  firft  opportunity,  their  con¬ 
gratulations  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  ;  and  one  con- 
fiderable  merchant  amongft  them,  gladdened  the 
hearts  of  many,  whom  folly  or  misfortune  had  fub- 
jeCted  to  the  miferies  of  a  prifon,  by  liberating 
them  from  a  loathfome  confinements — Such  was  the 
conduCt  of  the  habitable  globe,  when  a  King,  who 
has  invariably  made  the  laws,  the  rule  of  his  action, 
and  upon  whofe  private  character  malice  itfelf  can¬ 
not  affix  a  ftain,  was  reftored  to  healthy  "and  to  a& 
affectionate  and  grateful  people*  <  ; 
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The  diftreffes  which  the  Sovereigns  of  France, 
and  the  ariftocratic  families  have  fuftained,  no  man, 
not  even  Mr.  Burke,  can  feel  for  more  than  I  do.— 
But  can  1  forget  to  what  thefe  diftreffes  are  owing  ? 
that  they  had  their  origin  in  a  breach  of  faith,  and 
that  the  feeds  of  liberty  were  firft  fown  acrofs  the 
Atlantic,  where  a  rooted  enmity  to  England  induced 
the  King  to  fend  his  foldiery,  as  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  found  policy,  as  to  juftice  ?  When  I 
refledt  upon  this  circumftance,  and  that  our  laft 
debt  of  one  hundred  millions  is  as  much  owing  to 
the  treachery  of  France,  as  to  the  imbecility  or  mif- 
conduCt  of  your  friends,  I  can  look  calmly  into 
facts,  through  that  high-founding  language  in  which 
you  have  cloathed  them,  and  can  diftinguifli  between 
the  late  Government  of  France,  and  the  People. 

To 
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To  this  country  it  is  of  little  moment,  whether  th£ 
people  of  France  refilled  without  fufficient  provoca¬ 
tion,  or  whether  their  National  Affembly  have  a&ed 
abfurdly  or  unjuftly.  They  may  fay,  that  nineteen 
out  of  twenty  of  the  inhabitants  are  with  them — they 
may  fay,  that  they  had  no  firft  principles  to  refort 
to — -that  many  centuries  had  elapfed  fince  they  could 
boaft  of  any  conflitution  at  all,  and  that  when  they 
had  one,  it  was  very  defective.—' The  Dutch  formed 
a  conflitution  entirely  new,  in  the  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury. — The  Americans,  the  firft  commonwealth  in 
the  world,  by  your  own  account,  have  done  the 
fame  now*  There  is,  in  fa£t,  no  government  in  France 
at  prefent ;  but  is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  they  will 
not  fucceed  in  forming  a  conflitution,  becaufe  they 
have  hitherto  been  involved  in  difficulties  ?  The 
fubjedt  is  indeed  of  confequence,  if  our  own  happy 
eftablifhment,  both  in  church  and  Hate,  were  en¬ 
dangered  by  the  condudt  of  our  neighbours. — But 
God  forbid.  Sir,  that  the  Englifli  fhould  be  com- 
pofed  of  fuch  contemptible  materials,  as  rendered 
them  unfit  to  difcufs  any  topic.  Why  do  we  love 
our  own  government,  as  eftablifiied  by  law  ?  Becaufe 
we  believe  it  to  be  the  bed  in  the  world  ;  and  the 
tnadnefs  of  France,  if  file  be  as  you  reprefent  her, 
will  confirm  us  in  that  opinion.  Our  neighbour's 
houfe  has  long  been  on  fire,  but  we  need  no  engine 
to  play  upon  our  own,  becaufe  it  is  compofed  of 
materials  that  fire  cannot  penetrate. 

Avc 
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Are  we  not  indebted  to  the  virtuous  druggies  of 
our  ancedors,  for  the  mod  perfed  freedom  that  any 
nation  under  Heaven  enjoys  at  the  prefent  moment  ? 
The  ranked  Tories  in  the  kingdom — thofe  who  fhall 
mod  loudly  applaud  the  high  doftrines,  which  for 
the  fird  time  in  your  life  you  have  maintained,  will 
allow,  that  the  government  of  Charles  the  Fird  was 
a  rank  tyranny  previous  to  the  civil  war.  I  admire, 
in  common  with  a  majority  of  my  countrymen,  the 
prefent  government  of  the  church  ;  and  long,  long 
may  the  church  flouridi.  But  do  I  wifh  to  fee  that 
ecclefiadicai  oppreffion  redored,  under  which  the 
people  groaned  before  the  grand  rebellion  ?  Granted, 
that  the  defpotifm  of  the  long  Parliament,  and  of 
Cromwell,  was  more  grinding  than  the  milder  ty¬ 
ranny  of  the  Fird  Charles  ;  it  is  dill  very  generally 
allowed,  that  to  the  rehdance  of  thofe  days  we  owe 
our  prefent  happy  conditution,  which,  after  all,  was 
not  fixed,  but  by  a  fecond  revolution  in  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

V  1  1 

I  will  neither  follow  you  nor  Dr.  Price  through  a 
long  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  rights  which  we 
acquired  at  the  Revolution.  The  Princes  of  the 
Brtmfwick  line  have  made  the  laws  their  rule.  It 
would  be  treafon  to  doubt  that  they  will  continue  to 
do  fo.  Every  good  fubjed  therefore  owes  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  King,  and  will  fupport  him  with  his 
fortune,  and  his  life.  But,  Sir,  though  there  is  not 
one  of  the  King’s  prerogatives  that  I  would  touch, 
and  for  an  admirable  reafon  which  your  friend  Mr* 
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Fox  has  afligned,  becaufe  they  are  a  trufl  for  the 
people's  good,  and  have  ever  been  confcientioufly 
exercifed  by  His  Majefty,  let  me  afk  you,  if  every 
part  of  our  conftitution  is  fo  perfect,  that  no  im¬ 
provement  can  be  adopted  ?  There  are  points  upon 
which  the  bell  and  the  wifeft  men  in  England  have 
materially  differed.  The  Minifter  and  Mr.  Fox* 
the  rival  funs,  agree  with  Dr.  Price,  that  the  inade¬ 
quate  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament  is 
a  ferious  grievance ;  fome  very  fenfible  men  think 
that  Parliaments  fhould  be  triennial ;  others,  an¬ 
nual — I  think  with  you,  that  neither  the  mode  of 
returning  Members  to  Parliament,  nor  the  period 
for  which  they  are  fent  there,  fhoulH  be  altered ; 
but  there  can  be  no  danger  in  agitating  thefe  points* 
Many  arguments  may  be  urged  by  fuch  men  as  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt,  which  have  never  yet  occurred 
to  mind,  and  which  may  convince  me  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  robbed  of  their  rights,  when  a  noble  Earl  can 
fend  a  fiat  to  a  Yorkfhire  borough,  to  manufacture 
Mr.  Burke  into  a  Member  of  Parliament.  They 
may  perfuade  me,  that  it  is  both  abfurd  and  unjuft 
to  allow  a  Baron  Bold,  to  place  Mr.  George  Harding 
behind  the  Treafury  Bench,  by  fending  half  a  dozen 
footmen  into  a  corn  field  on  the  day  of  an  election, 
before  theyferve  up  his  Lordfhip’s  dinner.  Are  we 
made  of  fuch  miferable  materials,  that  we  cannot 
venture  to  confider  fairly  and  fully,  the  conveni¬ 
ences  and  inconveniences  of  the  prefent  mode  of  re¬ 
prefentation,  becaufe  France  is  convulfed  to  its 
centre  ? 
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Could  I  think  that  wifer,  better,  or  more  vir¬ 
tuous  men,  if  fuch  are  to  be  found  in  the  nation, 
would  be  returned  to  Parliament,  than  thofe  who  are 
in  it  at  prefent,  by  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  plan 
(what  Dr.  Price’s  may  be  I  know  not)  I  would  cer¬ 
tainly  vote  for  it. — Were  the  fpirit  of  an  a£t  now 
Upon  the  Statute  Book,  carried  into  effect,  it  would,' 
in  my  humble  opinion,  do  more  real  fervice  to  the 
country,  than  any  plan  yet  propofed.  I  would  have 
no  man  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who 
did  not}  bona  fide,  poffefs  ten  thoufand  pounds  in 
money  or  land ;  and  the  moment  he  had  lefs, 
which  could  eafily  be  difcovered,  it  fhould  incapaci¬ 
tate  him  from  remaining  in  the  Houfe. — It  requires 
a  certain  fortune  to  be  the  director  of  a  trading  com¬ 
pany,  and  members  of  Parliament  ought  to  be 
more  independent  than  any  people  in  the  king¬ 
dom. 

There  is  no  part  of  your  book  which  furprizes  me 
more  than  the  new-born  zeal  and  affection  difplayed 
in  it,  for  Parliaments ;  poffiblv  you  may  have  ad¬ 
mired  at  all  times  the  inftitution  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  but  of  this  I  am  fare,  that  there  is  no 
man  in  this  kingdom  who  has  treated  the  material 
part  of  that  Houfe,  the  Majority,  with  fuch  fove- 
reign  contempt  as  you  have  done,  for  a  long  feries 
of  years.  I  pray  you  to  read  over  what  you  fay  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  your  cc  Thoughts  on  the 
“  prefent  Difcontents.”  Have  you  no  recoileffion 
of  your  opinion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  through 

D  every 


C  13  J 

every  ftage  of  the  American  War  ?  Did  you  nevertell 
Lord  North,  that  he  would  carry  on  that  war  “  as 
“  long  as  he  could  find  money  to  bribe  Gentlemen  to 
“  fay  they  believed  him  f  ”  Did  you  not  once  tell  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas,  that  they  had  propofed,  and 
the  majority  that  they  had  adopted,  afcheme  “  that 
“  would  have  difgraced  the  infamous  reign  of  Nero 
I  will  not  trouble  you  with  farther  quotations 
now,  though  I  have  a  hundred  ready ;  and  thefe  af- 
fertions  were  not  confined  to  the  walls  of  your  Houfe, 
they  were  circulated  by  yourfelf  in  pamphlets.  Al¬ 
low  me  to  fay,  Sir,  that  you  over-rate  the  afFedlion  of 
the  people  for  Parliaments ;  and  permit  me  to  fay 
alfo,  that  no  man  in  the  kingdom  has  done  fo  much 
as  yourfelf  to  induce  the  people  to  look  with  lefs  ve¬ 
neration  upon  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  than 
they  formerly  did. 

This  monflirous  fyflem  of  iniquity  which  you  im¬ 
puted  to  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  lafl  Parliament,  you  traced 
to  a  very  extraordinary  fource,  to  the  Minifter’s  wifh 
to  repay  the  friends  of  Mr.  Atkinfon  for  bringing 
Members  into  the  Houfe.  But  as  circumfiances- 
change,  men  change  alfo ;  and  when  Mr.  Pitt 
mounted  you  upon  your  favourite  hobby-horfe,  you 
difcovered,  by  one  glance,  that  we  were  a  profperous 
and  a  happy  people — averfe  to  changes  of  any  kind 
■ — and  fondly  devoted  to  Parliaments. 

i  fhould  be  very  glad  to  afk  Mr.  Burke,  what 
events  have  lately  happened  to  make  us,  in  his  opinion, 

fo 
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fo  profperous,  and  fo  happy  ?  If  there  was  eaufe  for 
Difcontent  twenty  years  ago,  that  eaufe  has  been  coil- 
fiderably  increafed.  Many  years  have  elapfed  fince 
you  told  us  that  we ‘were  ruined,  beyond  redemption 
gone,  and  that  the  Head  of  the  Minifter  could  alone 
fatisfy  you  for  the  miferies  he  had  brought  upon  the 
country.  Subfequent  to  that  declaration  America 
has  been  totally  loft ;  fome  of  our  Weft- India  Iftands 
furrendered  to  the  French  ;  and  if  India  were  in  the 
miferable  ftate  that  you  have  deferibed  it,  we  can 
draw  no  refources  from  that  country.  Is  that  farce 
of  reform  which  you  propofed  in  1780  lefs  neceftary 
now,  than  it  was  then  ?  Have  not  the  Excife  Laws 
been  moft  alarmingly,  though  neceffarily  extended  > 
Is  not  every  luxury,  every  comfort  of  life,  taxed  to 
its  utmoft  bearing  ?  Can  we  eat,  drink,  walk,  ride, 
or  even  enjoy  the  light  of  Heaven,  without  encoun¬ 
tering  a  public  collector  ?  Could  Doctor  Price  al¬ 
ter  the  nature  of  man,  could  he  fubdue  the  paftions 
of  envy,  malice,  and  detraction  amongft  politicians, 
pr  rivalry  amongft  nations,  he  would  do  a  real  fer- 
vice  to  his  country,  and  to  mankind.  The  fort  of 
union  which  he  fondly,  and,  I  fear,  vainly  expeCts 

• 

to  fee  accomplished  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  Mr.  Pitt  looked  to  alfo  when  he  framed  his 
Commercial  Treaty  ;  and  could  it  be  accomplished, 
it  muft  inevitably  give  peace  to  the  worlds 

Twenty  years  ago  you  allowed  that  the  people  o£ 
this  land  had  real  eaufe  to  be  difeontented.  To  be 
lure,  Mr*  Burke,  we  have  profpered  exceedingly  in 
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the  laft  a  twenty  years.” — Our  empire  is  difmem- 
bered,  we  have  doubled  our  debt,  we  have  doubled 
the  national  expenditure;  and  ingenuity  is  almoft 
exhaufted  in  contriving  ways  and  means  to  get  money, 
from  us  to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  the  State.. 

Though  an  enthufiaftic  admirer  of  King  William^ 
and  grateful  for  the  bleffings  we  owe  to  his  exertions, 
I  cannot  be  infenftble  to  certain  inconveniences 
which  he  entailed  upon  us.  In  the  reigns  of  the 
Stuarts,  and  even  of  the  Tudors,  the  Commons 
kept  a  ftridt  guard  upon  the  purfe  of  the  people ; 
and  James  the  Second,  bigotted,  tyrannical,  and 
abfurd  as  he  was,  left  the  nation  unincumbered  with 
debt.  Whether  the  conftitution  of  the  Commons 
was  altered  by  an  increafe  of  the  monied  intereft, 
or  the  minds  of  men  underwent  a  change  from 
the  period  of  the  Revolution,  I  know  not  ;  but 
the  fadt  is,  that  every  fucceeding  Minifter  has  ob¬ 
tained  without  difficulty  (with  few  and  trilling  ex¬ 
ceptions)  as  much  money  as  he  chofe  to  alk  for ; 
and  I  believe  there  is  not  a  country  in  the  world  in 
which  the  public  treafure  has  been  fo  profufely 
fquandered  as  in  England,  beginning  with  the  im- 
menfe  fums  which  our  deftru&ive  wars  have  coft, 
and  carrying  it  through  all  the  gradations,  until  I 
come  to  the  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds  which  the 
people  have  paid  for  the  entertainment  you  have  af¬ 
forded  them  three  years  iucceluvely  in  Weftmiufter 
Hall 
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And  this,  Mr.  Burke,  brings  me  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  a  fubject  which,  I  affure  you,  has  made  fp 
deep  an  impreflion  upon  the  People  of  England,  that 
it  will  not  be  eradicated  from  their  minds,  even  by 
the  many  valuable  truths  contained  in  the  book  be¬ 
fore  me, 

* 

Is  there  a  man  who  feriouily  reflects  upon  the  Im¬ 
peachment  of  Mr.  Haftings,  who,  with  all  his  affec¬ 
tion  for  Parliaments,  will  fay,  that  our  Conftitution 
is  not  radically  defective  ?  And  is  there  a  man  of 
common  fenfe,  common  honour,  or  common  ho- 
nefty,  in  the  kingdom,  who  does  not  reprobate  that 
fluggifh  proceeding  ?  Is  there  a  Member  of  Par¬ 
liament,  confcious  of  the  abufe  which  has  prevailed, 
who  will  not  ftep  forward  in  fupport  of  a  law  that  fhall 
prevent  fuch  an  abufe  in  future  ?  Are  not  the  flrft 
principles  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  is  not  Magna 
Charta,  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  vitiated  by  the  proceedings 
upon  that  trial  ?  And  what  Britifh  fubjedt  can  fay, 
that  he  is  fate  in  his  perfon  or  his  property,  until  a 
fit  remedy  is  provided  ?  To  this  trial  you  have  al¬ 
luded  in  more  than  one  paffage  in  your  book.  In 
the  clofe  of  it  you  fay,  that  to  confider  the  affairs  of 
France,  “  You  have  fnatched  from  your  fhare  in 
“  the  endeavours  which  are  ufed  by  good  men 
C€  to  diferedit  opulent  oppreftion,  the  hours  you  have 
employed  in  their  affairs.” 
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I  wifli  to  meet  you  and  the  whole  world  in  any 
thing  that  I  fhall  fay  on  this  fubjed  with  fair  argu¬ 
ment.  You  have  one  mode  of  revenge,  which  I 
deprecate.  I  hope  it  is  not  libellous  to  fpeak  with 
decent  freedom  of  the  ads  of  a  paft  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  :  if  it  is,  you  may  bring  me  before  the  prefent 
Houfe.  You,  who,  if  to  deliver  your  thoughts  to 
the  public,  of  public  men  and  public  bodies,  and 
public  ads,  with  the  utmoft  freedom,  is  to  be  a  li¬ 
beller,  have  been  the  moft  outrageous  libeller  of 
the  prefent  age  ;  you,  I  fay,  may  complain  of  this  J 
pamphlet ;  if  you  do,  I  promife  you  the  author 
fhall  not  flinch  from  the  charge,  but  will  inftantly 
avow  himfelf, 

* 

I  will  not  fufped  you  of  writing  fo  much  againft 
the  prevalent  opinions  of  France,  on  account  of  the 
admiration  which  the  people  of  that  country  have  ex- 
preffed  for  the  charader  of  Mr.  Haftings,  But  in 
this  I  pay  no  compliment  to  your  candour,  becaufe 
the  Ariliocrates  and  the  Democrates  agree  moft  per- 
fedly  in  opinion  relative  to  the  Impeachment ;  and 
they  do  fo,  becaufe  there  was  not  a  Frenchman  in 
any  rank  or  ftation  in  India  during  the  late  war,  who 
did  not  look  upon  Mr.  Haftings  in  his  public  cha¬ 
rader  as  their  greateft  enemy,  though  they  privately 
refpeded  and  efteemed  him. 

But,  Sir,  to  compare  your  condud  with  the  ad¬ 
mirable  obfervations  which  you  have  made  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  National  Affembly, 
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Page  1 88,  you  fay,  “  Men  have  fometimes  been 
cc  led  by  degrees,  fometimes  hurried  into  things,  the 
“  whole  of  which,  if  they  could  have  feen  together, 
“  they  never  would  have  permitted  the  mod  remote 
“  approach.” 

This  is  precifely  the  apology  which  every  fair 
man  will  make  for  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  na¬ 
tion  in  impeaching  Mr.  Hadings.  That  Impeach¬ 
ment  turned  upon  the  mod  extraordinary  circum- 
dance  (as  you  well  know)  that  ever  happened  in  any 
country.  I  look  in  vain  for  any  thing  dmilar  to  it 
in  the  National  Affiembly  of  France. 

You  charged  Mr.  Hadings  with  a  crime  in  im- 
pofmg  an  annual  tax  upon  a  zemindar  in  India 
during  a  war,  which,  by  the  conditution  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  tenure  under  which  the  zemindar 
held,  he  had,  as  the  charge  affirmed,  no  right  to 
pay.  The  vffiole  article,  which  contained  many 
points,  turned  upon  this  one  circumdance. 

Mr.  Fox  fupported  the  charge.  Mr.  Pitt  ve¬ 
hemently  oppofed  it ;  but  as  the  motion  was,  that 
fomething  was  criminal,  and  as  Mr.  Pitt  faw  crimi¬ 
nality  in  the  amount  of  the  fine  which  Mr.  Raftings 
intended  to  impofe  upon  Cheyt  Sing  for  his  difobe- 
dience,  thefe  two  Gentlemen  joined  in  the  general 
vote,  and  a  criminal  charge  was  afterwards  preferred 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  the  name  of  all  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain,  which  the  Houfe  did  not 

vote. 
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vote,  except  in  the  general  way  that  I  have 
tioned. 

Was  it,  Sir,  let  me  afk  you,  let  me  alk  any  man 
poffeffing  three  grains  of  common  fenfe,  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  dignity  of  this  nation,  that  it  fhould  ar¬ 
raign  a  man  as  a  criminal  for  exercifmg  what  he  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  a  right  of  taxation,  for  exercifing  whak 
the  Minifter  of  the  country  thought  to  be  a  right,  for 
exercifmg  it  three  years  fucceflively  with  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  a  former  Minifter  ?  Was  it,  I  fay,  Sir,  pro¬ 
per  to  do  this,  without  coming  to  a  fpecific  vote 
upon  that  queftion  of  right,  unmixed  with  other 
matter  ?  Or  are  we,  from  a  dread  of  innovation,  to 
apply  no  remedy  that  may  prevent  fo  great  a  wrong 
in  future?  What  has  the  N  ational  Aflembly  done 
that  is  more  ftrikingly  abfurd,  more  alarmingly  un¬ 
juft,  than  this  ? 

You  tell  us  in  the  next  page  (189)  u  that  no 
iC  country  in  which  population  flourifhes,  and  is  in 
“  progreflive  improvement,  can  be  under  a  very 
“  mifehievous  government*^ 

The  fa£t  is  true ;  but  allowing  it  to  be  fo,  Mr. 
•Burke,  what  man  living  ftiall  be  fhamelefs  enough 
to  offer  an  apology  for  your  conduct  ? 

You  are  poffeffed  of  full,  clear*  pofitive,  undenia¬ 
ble  proof,  that  Bengal,  confiderably  increafed  in 
population  and  agriculture,  d.ui  in g  the  thirteen  years 

adrni- 
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adminiftration  of  Mr.  Haftings.  Of  this  1  think 
you  had  very  fufficient  proof,  when  you  drew  arti¬ 
cles  which  defcribe  the  depopulated  and  ruined 
{late  of  that  country.  But  you  had  eftablifhed  the 
fa<fl  by  your  own  witneffes  in  Weftminfter  Hall, 
prior  to  your  moving,  that  the  Managers  fhouid 
abandon  as  many  of  the  articles  as  they  pleafed ; 
<c  but  without  yielding  up  the  truth  and  importance 

of  any  of  them.”  i 

Is  this.  Sir,  a  matter  not  to  be  agitated  in  a  free 
government  ?  Is  fuch  monftrous  injuftice  to  be  to¬ 
lerated,  becaufe  France,  in  refilling  oppreffion, 
has  proceeded  to  outrage  ?  Defend  us  from  fuch 
Tony  doctrines,  though  proceeding  from  the  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  Whig  Club  ! 

In  page  230,  yon  tell  us,  “  Juflice  is  itfelf  the 
“  great  Handing  policy  of  civil  fociety ;  and  any 
<e  eminent  departure  from  it>  under  any  circymjlances , 
Cf  lies  under  the  fufpicion  of  being  no  policy  at  all.” 

« v  w  -  i  '  -Jr  t  '  •  j  ±  U  *.  ,,  1  4  JiiJi  -  *  -  - 

If  you  have  not  exhaufted  all  your  fine  feelings 
in  the  caufe  of  France,  let  me.  Sir,  call  your  at¬ 
tention  for  a  few  minutes  to  the  caufe  of  Great  Bri- 

. 

tain.  The  quotation  I  have  made  ought  to  be  in- 
fcribed  in  letters  of  gold  in  Weftminfter  Hail. — But 
what  has  been  the  juftice  of  that  Mr.  Burke,  who 
has  fo  truly  told  us  what  juftice  is. 

An 
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An  Englifh  gentleman  had  for  thirteen  years  go« 
verned  the  mod  confiderable  foreign  dominion  of 
Great  Britain  ;  in  that  period  his  condud  had  been 
alternately  cenfured  and  commended,  by  minifters 
and  by  his  conftituents ;  but  at  the  clofe  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  he  received  the  unanimous  thanks  of  his 
mailers,  fandioned  by  the  King's  Minifters,  for  his 
long,  faithful,  and  able  fervices. 

You  faw  his  condud  in  another  point  of  view— 
you  preferred  charges  againft  him,  which  were  voted 
in  a  mariner  fo  perfedly  novel,  fo  diametrically  op- 
polite  to  that  juftice  which  you  fo  well  defcribe,  that 
though  the  Parliament  is  dead  that  voted  them,  my 
refped  for  the  very  name  of  Parliament  precludes 
me  from  Hating  all  I  know,  and  can  prove  upon  the 
fubjed. 

The  impeachment,  however,  fuch  as  it  was,  was 
yoted,  and  the  trial  began.: — Mr.  Haftings  poiTdTes 
the  rights  of  an  Englishman— Under  Magna  Charta 
he  was  intitled  to  equal  and  fpeedy  juftice. — In  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  firft  principle  of  the  Britifh  Constitu¬ 
tion  (and  without  fuch  a  principle  no  conftitution  is 
worth  a  farthing)  a  diftindion  was  fet  up,  which  no 

•  .  r 

lawyer  will  maintain.  His  profecutors  defcribed 
themfelves,  as  armed  in  fome  degree  with  the  robes 
of  magiftracy.  If  this  be  found  dodrine,  let  it  be 
defined  hereafter  in  a  ftatute. 

*  it 

The  next  right  of  an  Englishman  is,  to  have 
ffeedy  juftice ,  and  this  right  was  recognized  by  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  of  Commons  themfelves,  when  they  declared 
in  1701-2,  that  in  all  profecutions  by  impeach¬ 
ment,  or  otherwife,  it  was  the  undoubted  right  of 
an  Englifhman  to  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy  trial,  in 
order  to  be  acquitted  or  condemned.  Such  being 
the  declaration  of  Parliament,  it  was  furely  incum¬ 
bent  upon'  them  fo  to  weigh  the  indidlment  they 
preferred,  that  their  refolution  Ihould  not  of  ne- 
ceffity  be  a  mere  mockery.  It  was  neceffary  for 
them  fo  to-  feledt  their  Managers,  that  ufclefs  time 
fhould  mot  be  expended  by  the  introduction  of 
mat-ter  quite  extraneous  to  the  indictment.  But 
you  took  up  four  entire  days  in  defcriptions  totally 
foreign  to  the  impeachment.  The  trial  then  began, 
and  proceeded  to  the  clofe  of  a  veij  long  feffions, 
with  going  through  one-tenth  of  the  articles.  Here, 
Sir;  was  a  moft  alarming  and  dreadful  precedent  efta- 
bliihed.  When  our  anceftors  in  the  reign  of  King  Wil¬ 
liam  -  came  .to  the  refolution  which  I  have  quoted 
above,  did  they  conceive  the  poflibility  of  the  event 
-that  has  happened  ? 

-  •  ,  .  £*\TT  ' 
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A  fecorid  year  of  the  trial  then  commenced,  and 
by  this  time  all  India  was  roufed  in  the  caufe  of 
Mr.  Haftings.  Equally  profecuted  by  Mr.  Pitted 
Mm  Fqx— deprived  of  all  power  and  of  all  poffibi- 
lity  of  a  return  to  power,  ftill  the  various  defcrip¬ 
tions  of  men,' compofing  the  natives  of  Indoftarr, 
did  not  forget  the  obligations  they  owed  to  him. 
Thefe  teftimonials  were  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
Houfeof  Commons— *they  were  quoted  by  a  Mem- 
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ber,  as  the  firmed  fupport  of  the  truth  of  Mr.  Dun- 
das’s  datements,  who  had  defcribed\  Bengal  to  be 
the  mod  dourifliing  country  in  India,,  With  all  my 
afFe6fion  for  Parliaments,  I  mud  hluflh  and  feel  for 

•  •  ...  *  -» i  •  -  ■>  *  -  ■  - .  *  -  ^  i *  • 

abfurdity  wherever  I  meet  it.  And  what  could  drike 
the  adonifhed  world  with  fo  much  fui  prize,  as  to 
hear  one  of  the  Miniders  of  the  Crown  rimning  al- 
mod  riot  in  praife  of  the  pad  and  prefent  govern¬ 
ment  of  India  to  a  full  Houfe,  in  the  fame  day  that 
you,  the  delegate  of  that  Houfe,  and  fpeaking  in 
their  name,  had  affirmed,  in  a  high  court  of  juf- 
tice,  that  the  country  was  ruined  and  depopulated* 


Who  is  there  amongd  us,  or  in  France,  poffeff- 
ipp;  three  grains  of  common  Xenfe,  and  a  dill  lefs 

^  O  CO  ./  j  w  i  a  „  .  .  -  -  -  -•  * 

proportion  of  common  honedy,  who  mud  not  be 
itruck  with  indignation,  when  he  ,  reflects,  that  on 
jhe  qne  hand  you,  the  delegate  of  }the.  Corpmons^ 
•have  publicly  declared  in  a  court  of  juftice,  ,that 
irich  was  the  tyranny  and  oppreffion.  prabtifed  by 
Mr.  Hadings,  for  a  feries  of  years*  upon  the  natives 
of  Bengal,  that  they  felt  relieved  from  a  weight  un¬ 
der  which  thyy  lug}  long  groaned,  when  he  departed  ; 
^vhile  on.  ^he,  9ther,  there  -have- .been,  upon  the  table 
;of  the  Commons,.  for  two  years,  attedafjona  from 
men  of  alh  ranks  and  defcriptions  in  India,  in  fa- 
.y  our.  of  this  -tyrant  and  op.preflbr,  as  you  termed 
him,  piffircning,;  in  diredt  terms,  that  ignorant  and 

t  t  V  i 

uninformed  men  had  brought  fade  aceufations 
.againit  him — -that  the  competency  of  this  evidence 
has  not  been  difputed,  that  its- truth  has  never  been 
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controverted,  that  the  channel  of  it's  tranfmiiTioiV 
(Lord  Cornwallis)  is  the  belt  voucher  for  its  autho¬ 
rity,  that  it  has  been  referred  to  an  argument,  that 
the  Houfe  has  been  called  upon  to  fay  which  they 
will  believe,  Mr.  Burke  or  the  Minifter  of  India*  - 

Ulrum  Horum  mavis  accipe ; 

V)  -  rr'  'Zi 

where  two  -accounts  are  fo  manifeftly  contradidory, 
both  cannot  be  true.  Who  is  there,  I  fay,  Sir,  re¬ 
ceding  upon  thefe  fads,  who  does  not  lament  the  ab- 
furdity  into  which  we  have  fallen ;  and  who  amongdL 
us  will  not  fully  fubfcribe  to  the  truth  of  your  affer- 
tion,  that  men  are  led  on  ftep  by  ftep,  to  acts  at  which 
they  would  revolt,  if  they  faw  their -whole  extent  at 
once  ?  I  believe  in  my  confcience,  that  there  are  not 
ten  gentlemen  in  England  who  would  have  voted  to 
impeach  any  man  living,  had  they  conceived  that 
his  acquital  or  condemnation  would  have  been  pro- 
traded  beyond  one  feffion  of  Parliament. 

I  am  very  credibly  informed,  that  fbme  of  the 
leaders  of  the  French  National  Aflembly  have 
doubted  of  the  excellence  of  the  Britifh  conftitution 
from  this  fingle  circumftance. — They  have  faid,  it 
mud:  be  radically  defedive,  when  any  body  of  men 
profeffing  to  profecute  for  crimes  in  a  court  of  juf- 
tice,  (hall  be  fo  privileged,  that  they  may  protrad 
the  decilion  to  any  period  they  pleafe  ;  and  where 
the  perfon  accufed  has  not  a  chance  of  being  heard, 
unlefs  Heaven  fhould  infpire  the  condudors  of  his 
profecution,  thofe  who  have  an.  Intereft  in  his  con- 

.  vidion, 
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Vi&ion,  with  fentiments  ofjuflice  and  moderation.— 
ney  have  obferved,  that  even  in  the  midft  of  their 
convulsions,  they  aCted  upon  different  principles. — 

f 

They  brought  a  general  officer  to  his  trial,  at  a  time 
when  of  all  others  a  fair  decifion  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  ;  and  his  crime  was  of  a  moft  ferious  nature 
to  them — 'Obedience  of  orders,  which  if  his  troops 
had  followed  him,  would  have  deluged  the  city  of 
Paris  in  blood,  and  prevented  what  they  call  a  glo¬ 
rious  revolution.  Yet  under  fuch  circumftances, 
and  in  fuch  a  country,  this  officer  was  fairly  tried, 
and  honourably  acquitted* 

They  have  alfo  obferved,  that  not  only  humanity 
has  been  outraged  during  the  progrefs  of  this  trial, 

i  .  jt 

but  mode  of  Speech  was  adopted,  which  has  feldoni 
been  praCtifed  even  in  their  motley  affembly. — They 
have  laid,  that  there  is  not  an  epithet  difgraceful 
to  the  human  character — there  is  not  an  expreffibh 
coarfe  and  illiberal,  which,  be  the  provocation  what 
it  will,  is  never  ufed  by  a  gentleman  to  a  gentleman, 
in  the  common  intercourfe  of  life — there  is  not  an 
infult  poor  and  unmanly,  which  has  not  been  ap¬ 
plied. — To  whom  ? — to  a  man  doomed  for  thre‘e 
years  fucceffively  to  hear  all  the  abufe,  without  the 
privilege  of  a  reply— to  a  man,  in  whofe  favour  the 
people  of  Europe  and  of  India  are  united — to  a 
man,  againft  whom  they  believe  nothing  criminal 
can  be  proved,  becaufe  nothing  criminal  has  been 

proved  in  fo  long  a  profecution. 

■#  «•» 
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Thefe,  Mr.  Burke,  are  the  fentiments  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  men  amongft.  the  French;  for  however  violent 
they  may  have  been  in  fame  of  their  proceedings, 
they  have  difplayed  a  marked  attention  to  fuch 
Engliili  gentlemen  as  curiofity  has  led  to  crofs  the 
water,  fince  the  government  has  been  in  their 
hands,  and  have  communicated  very  freely  widi 
them.  :  *- 

And  in  this  enlightened  age,  fhall  we  have  lb 
much  of  the  old  monkifh  fuperftition  about  us,  as  to 
be  afraid  to  examine  fuch  parts  of  our  Conftitution 
as  are  really  defe&ive,  left  we  fhould  give  an  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  Diflenters  ?  What  a  miftake  have  I 
been  in  for  a  feries  of  years !  I  have  been  told,  that 
though  we  had  the  belt  of  Kings  upon  the  Throne, 
his  Majefty  had  been  ferved  by  the  worfl  Mi¬ 
nifters  that  ever  difgraced  a  country.  That  thefe  men 
Tor  above  twenty  years  followed  a  plan  originally 
laid  down  by  the  Earl  of  Bute,  tending  to  de- 
{troy  that  confidence  which  the  people  ought  to 
place  in  their  governors,  to  introduce  difcord 
amongft  the  beft  families  in  the  kingdom,  and  ut¬ 
terly  to  difcredit  all  patriotifm,  and  public  virtue. 
That  in  the  profecuion  of  this  plan  thefe  Minifters 
had  fo  managed  or  corrupted  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  that  it  was  merely  aflembled  to  fandtion 
their  decrees,  and  to  plunder  the  people  of  their 
property.  That  thefe  Minifters,  in  order  to  pre- 

ferve  themfelves  in  power,  had  attempted  to  fub- 

.  * 

jugate  America,  as  the  firftftep  for  the  introduction 

of 
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of  defpotifm  into  England  ;  but  that  America,  by  a 
juft  and  glorious  refiftance,  a  reftftance  which  gave 
pleafure  to  every  good  man,  had  utterly  deftroyed  fo 
nefarious  a  plan,  though  at  an  expence  to  England 
which  fhe  never  can  recover.  And  where,  Sir,  do 
you  think  I  picked  up  thefe  abfurd  notions  of  men 
and  things  ?  From  certain*  political  pamphlets,  and 
parliamentary  fpeeches,  which  were  publifhed  by  one 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  the  celebrated  gentleman  who 
now  cries  aloud,  Fear  God,  and  honour  the  King  ; 
and  every  good  man  will  go  with  him  fo  far.  But  he 
has  unfaid  all  that  he  has  been  telling  us  for  twenty 
years.  We  are,  we  ever  have  been,  a  profperous 
and  happy  people.  Our  Minifters  virtuous,  wife, 
and  good ;  and  our  Parliaments  proudly  indepen¬ 
dent.  Faction  ftiall  rear  its  head  no  more.  The 
French  have  worked  a  moft  glorious  change ;  and 
Mr.  Pitt  may  in  future  repofe  in  fecurity. 

i  • 

Many  who  were  converted  by  the  patriotic  lan- 

*  i 

guage  you  formerly  held,  may  afk,  if  it  would  be 
very  unreafonable  in  the  people  to  defire  a  farther 
reduction  of  ufelefs  and  expensive  offices  ?  Lord 
John  Cavendifti,  of  a  family  proverbially  good-na¬ 
tured,  and  himfelf  the  beft  tempered  man  in  the 
world,  once  declared  that  the  King's  Minifters  who 
had  plunged  this  nation  in  fuch  a  load  of  debt,  and 

“  7  ’  r 

had  expofed  it  to  fo  much  difgrace,  ought  to  pay 
part  of  the  intereft  of  that  debt  by  lofing  their  for¬ 
tunes.  After  this  declaration  two  of  them  retired 
with  honours,  and  finecnres.  You,  Sir,  who  are 


now 
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now  tremblingly  alive  all  over  at  the  very  idea  of 
complaint  or  reform,  were  once  the  loudeft  amongft- 
the  difcontented  in  England.  Shall  I  make  no  al¬ 
lowance  for  men  who  retain  fentiments,  even  if  they 
Ihouldbe  erroneous,  becaufe  you  who  inftilled  them 
into  the  public  have  thought  proper  to  abandon 
diem  ? 

"yV  i  ♦  ^  *  f 
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The  people,  as  you  told  us,  in  the  American  war, 
ftill  refpeft  that  freedom,  which  they  once  adored . 
Shall  it  be  deemed  criminal  amongft  us,  who  ftiall 
adore  the  goddefs,  to  rejoice  becaufe  thirty  millions 
of  people  have  a  profpeft  of  enjoying  life,  liberty, 
and  property  hereafter?  What  a  perverfion  of 
fplendid  talents  has  the  world  beheld  in  Mr.  Burke  ! 
The  French  never  had  a  conftitution,  Their  civil 

i 

wars  were  merely  the  ftruggles  of  petty  ryrants 
againft  a  defpot.  They  have  at  leaft  a  profpedt  of 
acquiring  a  conftitution,  and  it  is  criminal  in  an 
Engliftunan  to  pray  for  their  fuccefs. 

ft  ;  . 

And  though  the  breath  of  complaint  has  never 
been  uttered  againft  the  Britifh  Government  in  India 
by  one  of  the  thirty  millions  under  our  dominion, 
you  have  difcovered  that  every  fpecies  of  abufe, 
corruption,  and  oppreflion  has  lubfifted  for  years  in 
that  country.  Nay,  fo  completely  have  you  fhut 
your  ears  to  convi&ion,  that  you  will  neither  give 
credit  to  the  people  themfelves,  nor  to  thofe  who 
have  fpent  their  lives  amongft  them. 
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The  people  will,  I  believe,  long  retain  their  af¬ 
fection  for  Parliaments ;  but  at  times  they  have  very 
judly,  in  my  opinion,  reprobated  the  conduct  of  a 
Parliament. 

The  Houfe  that  impeached  Lord  Somers  voted 
themfelves  to  be  infallible.  When  a  Lord  told 
them  a  plain  truth,  they  voted  that  he  had  uttered 
falfe  and  fcandaious  expreflions.  The  Grand  Jury 
of  Kent  prefented  what  the  Commons  called  an 
infolent  and  feditious  Petition;  but  when  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Third  diffolved  them,  the  public  had  but 
one  opinion  of  their  proceedings.  By  what  criterion. 
Sir,  (hall  we  judge  of  Right  or  Wrong  ?  or  do 
things  change  their  qualities  as  you  change  your 
opinions?  In  1781,  the  Houfe  then  fitting  would 

< 

fupport  Lord  North,  as  you  faid,  as  long  as  he  could 
find  money  to  bribe  Gentlemen  to  fay  they  believed 
him.  In  1783,  it  was  the  beft  Parliament  that  the 
country  had  ever  been  bleffed  with.  In  1784, 
the  druggie  between  this  bed  of  all  Parliaments,  and 
the  King,  came  to  a  point.  They  had  done  all  that 
voting  could  efTeCt,  in  order  to  turn  out  the  Mi- 
nifter ;  they  had  addrdfed  the  Crown ;  they  had 
remondrated ;  and  at  length  the  Appeal  was  made  to 
the  people,  under  an  explicit  declaration  from  you, 
and  your  friends,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  by  the  mode  he  had 
got  into  power,  had  violated  the  bed  principles  of 
this  conditution.  I  prefume  you  think  fa  dill. 
The  people  nineteen  to  one  thought  differently ;  and 
all  the  Pilienters  did  then,  what  they  have  done 

upon 
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upon  every  great  occafion  fince  the  happy  accefficn 
of  his  Majefty’s  Family  to  the  Crown,  they  fupported 
his  Government.  Poffibly  a  recollection  of  this 
event  may  have  lharpened  your  refentment  on  the 
prefect  occafion.  Shall  any  man  in  England  be  fuf- 
pedted  of  a  want  of  affedtion  to  Parliaments,  becaufe 
he  fees  much  in  the  conduct  of  the  iaft  Houfe  to  re¬ 
probate  ?  If  there  is  one  man  who  thinks  the 
country  pofleffies  refources  enough  for  paying  the 
intereil  of  our  debt  without  extending  the  Excife 
Laws,  that  man  muft  call  that  extenfion  a  ferious 
oppreffion.  Is  there  any  man,  however  anxious  he 
may  be,  as  every  man  muft  be,  that  the  power  of 
impeachment  Ihould  ever  be  retained,  who  will  not 
agree  that  it  ought  not  to  be  abufed,  and  turned  to 
private  purpofes  ?  Is  there  any  one  man  who  will 
affirm,  that,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Haftings,  that  power 
was  not  grofsly  abufed  ?  Is  there  no  diftindtion  to 
be  made  between  the  impeachment  of  a  man  for 
acts  which  {hall  be  defined,  and  feparately  voted, 
and  leaving  it  to  a  few  perfons,  to  infert  juft  what 
they  pleafe  ?  Is  it  not  a  ferious  oppreffion,  that  fo 
powerful  a  body  as  a  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould 
fend  into  a  Court  of  Juftice  thirteen  voluminous 
Articles,  the  fize  of  a  Half-Crown  Pamphlet,  and 
containing  three  hundred  criminal  allegations,  not 
one  of  which  they  ever  read?  Is  it  not  a  monftrous 
injuftice,  that  they  Ihould  have  palled  the  remaining 
feven  in  the  grofs,  having  merely  voted  that  in  each 
of  them  there  was  fomething  impeachable,  though 
a  very  effential  diftindtion  was  taken  by  the  leading 
men  in  the  Houfe  as  to  what  that  fomething  was  ? 
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There  are  not  five  men  in  England  who  will  deny 
thefe  to  be  mofl  monflrous  oppredions,  which  call 
aloud  for  remedy.  But  there  may  be  many  thoufands 
who  will  give  no  credit  to  the  fads  I  date,  becaufe 
they  are  fo  enormous,  that  they  cannot  believe  them 
to  be  true. 

The  Parliament  that  was  diffolved  in  1784  at¬ 
tempted  to  change  the  conditution,  that  conftitution 
under  which  we  have  fo  long  fiourifhed ;  at  lead  fo  the 
people  thought.  The  lafl  Parliament  preferred  that 
Tort  of  impeachment  that  differed  from  all  others  that 
ever  were  heard  of.  It  was  fo  multifarious,  that  the 
objed  of  their  attack  was  abfolutely  at  the  mercy  of 
their  managers.  There  was  enough  in  the  budget 
to  lad  half  a  century,  under  fuch  an  adept  in  ampli¬ 
fication  as  Mr.  Edmund  Burke ;  and  accordingly 
every  barrier  that  the  conditution  had  fixed  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  fubjed  was  broken  down — Magna 
Charta,  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  Refolution  of  Par¬ 
liament,  that  every  fubjed  of  England,  under  any 
accufation,  whether  by  impeachment  or  otherwife, 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy 
trial,  in  order  to  be  acquitted  or  condemned. 

Poflibly,  Sir,  with  a  portion  of  that  wit  with 
which  you  are  fo  amply  gifted,  you  may  tell  me, 
that  the  late  Houle  aded  up  to  the  Letter  of  that 
refolution,  by  bringing  Mr.  Hadings  to  a  fpeedy 
trial ; — but  the  world  will  agree  with  me  when  I  af¬ 
firm,  that  they  aded  in  dii  ed  oppofition  to  the  Spirit 
of  it,  when  they  allowed  it  to  go  on  for  three  years. 

Dreadful 
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Dreadful  indeed  is  the  precedent  \  For  fueh  an 
evil  our  anceftors  did  not  provide,  becaufe  no  man 
could  have  forefeen  it,  until  it  happened. 

Vain,  I  believe,  will  be  every  attempt  to  ex¬ 
cite  difcontents  amongft  the  People  of  England. 
They  are  the  only  Freemen  upon  the  earth  ;  and 
they  know  the  value  of  the  bleflings  they  enjoy* 
If  they  feel  oppreffion  at  all,  it  is  that  oppreffion 
which  arifes  from  the  weight  of  their  taxes ;  of  taxes, 
which  no  change  in  the  reprefentation  can  deliver 
them  from.  If  they  feel  refentment  and  indigna¬ 
tion,  it  is  from  reflefling  upon  the  grofs  deceits  that 
have  at  times  been  pradtifed  upon  them.  It  is  from 
reflecting,  that  men  who  have  for  many  years  called 
themfelves  the  friends  of  the  people,  and  were  fo- 
lemnly  pledged  to  trace  the  calamities  they  had  fuf- 
fered  to  their  true  fource,  in  violation  of  that  pro- 
mife  united,  with  their  opponents,  in  {forming  the 
King’s  Clofet,  and  feizing  the  Government.  The 
people  allow,  indeed,  that  you  have  given  them 
an  Impeachment ;  but  as  the  man  you  felected  nei¬ 
ther  added  an  hundred  millions  to  their  debt,  nor 
difmembered  the  Britilh  empire,  that  trial  has  tend¬ 
ed  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  circumftance,  to 
(hew  the  people  of  what  wretched  materials,  a  patriot 
is  compofed. 

When  Mr.  Sheridan  vainly  founded  the  trumpet  of 
alarm  through  the  country,  and  deferibed  that  many¬ 
headed  monfter  Excife  to  be  what  it  really  is,  do 
you  conceive  that  the  people  did  not  feel  its  exten- 
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fion  to  be  a  grievance  ?  Their  opinions  are  not 
changed.  Their  zeal  for  liberty  is  as  ftrong  now  as? 
in  the  time  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  but  our  debt 
was  then  not  a  fifth  of  its  prefent  amount ;  and  it  is 
agreed  by  men  of  all  parties  and  all  defcriptions, 
that  the  intereft  upon  it  mud  be  honorably  dif- 
charged,  and  its  amount  if  poflible  diminifhed.  But 
why.  Sir,  do  I  fay  this  to  you,  the  convert  to  my 
fixed  opinions  ?  We  are  agreed,  that  the  people 
are  happy  and  profperous,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  honed  man  to  fupport  Miniders,  unlefs  they 
ad.  very  abfurdly  indeed. 

In  the  late  American  war,  two  very  celebrated 
men  wielded  the  goofe  quill  of  controverfy : — Dodor 
Price  in  fupport  of  the  Americans,  their  caufe  be¬ 
ing  that  of  Civil  Liberty ;  Dean  Tucker,  the  CaL 
fanara  of  Great  Britain,  in  defence  of  the  Rights  of 
his  Country,  Or  of  what  he  believed  to  be  their 
Rights.  You,  Mr.  Burke,  thought  and  aded  with 
the  former,  and  charitably  fuppofed  the  honed 
Dean  not  to  write  from  convidion,  but  for  a  mitre. 
You  felt  none  of  thofe  alarms  then,  that  now  didurb 
your  repofe.  But  that  time  was  infinitely  more 
dangerous  than  the  prefent.  The  Americans  were 
Republicans  on  principle.  They  had  their  emiffaries 
every  where.  They  were  avowedly  fupported  by 
men  of  the  fird  talents  and  fortunes  in  the  nation. 
You,  “  the  citizen  of  a  particular  date,  and  bound 
“  up  in  a  confiderable  degree  by  its  public  will”* 
openly  refided  that  will  becaiife  what  the  Lazv 

*  Page  6,  of  Mr.  Burke’s  Pamphlet. 
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termed  a  Rebellion ,  you  in  your  private  judgement 
deemed,  to  be  a  JuJlijiable  Refinance . 

There  is  not,  in  ftiort.  Sir,  an  opinion  you  have 
held,  a  doCtrine  that  you  have  fupported  through 
a  long  political  life,  which  your  prefent  pamphlet 
does  not  contradict ;  and  there  never  was  a  politi¬ 
cian  to  whom  the  Argumentum  ad  Hominem  can  be  ap¬ 
plied,  fo  ftrongly  as  to  yourfelff 

,  $  *, 

This,  however,  would  not  be  a  ground  for  ani¬ 
madverting  upon  your  work,  if  I  faw  that  danger  in 
the  Revolution  Society  which  you  feemto  apprehend. 
Such  of  that  body  as  are  Diffenters,  have  been  fo 
from  father  to  fon  for  many  generations.  I  have 
proved  to  you,  that  upon  all  great  occafions  they 
have  fupported  the  King  and  the  Conftitution.  Of 
our  Church  Government  they  cannot  approve,  or 
they  would  not  be  DifTenters.  But  do  their  opinions 
gain  ground  ?  Does  their  fed  increafe  ?  Certainly 
not.  I  believe  the  reverfe  is  the  truth.  Tf  they  ab¬ 
hor  Popery,  Slavery,  and  Wooden  Shoes,  is  our 
conftitution  built  upon  fo  rotten  a  foundation  that 
thefe  people  may  not  proclaim  that  abhorrence  in 
lefs  courtly  language  than  Mr.  Burke  would  ufe  > 
This  country  ninety-nine  to  one,  ay  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  to  one,  is  devoted  to  a  Monarchy  as 
limited  by  law,  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  But 
in  fpeculative  points  the  differences  of  opinion  are 
great.  The  Minifters  of  George  the  Firft  would 
have  limited  the  Peerage.  The  Minifter  of  George 
the  Third  would  have  altered  the  Reprefentation. 
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The  firft  {truck  at  an  important  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  the  laft  would  have  deftroyed  what  the  wif- 
dom  of  ages  had  fan&ified.  I  fee  no  danger  at  all 
from  the  fair  difcuffion  of  any  fubjeft  whatever,  that 
wan  not  with  virtue  and  religion. 

You  allow  that  the  French  Revolution  is  an  event 
upon  which  no  man  can  look  with  indifference. 
Shall  we  not  rejoice  in  this  country,  when  that  fort 
of  change  is  made  by  which  a  community  is  freed 
from  the  difgrace  of  holding  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
pofftbly  at  the  difcretion  of  a  Valet  de  Chambre,  or 
a  Waiting  Maid  ?  Shall  we  be  furprized  that  men 
who  have  burft  fuch  bonds  afunder,  {hall  for  a  time 
Iofe  liberty  in  licentioufnefs  ?  Or  (hall  we  wonder, 
that,  reafoning  upon  events,  of  which  the  beft  in¬ 
formed  atnongll  us  have  bad  information,  Englifh- 
men  (bould  think  and  fpeak  very  differently  ?  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Courtenay,  avowedly 
differ  with  you  upon  this  point ;  and  fo  I  believe  does 
every  Gentleman  who  profeffes  to  be  the  friend  of 
rational  liberty. 

Miferable,  indeed,  is  the  defcription  which  you 
have  given  us  of  France.  Miferable  are  the  defcrip- 
tions  which  you  have  given  us  of  our  own  country. 
Have  you,  Sir,  totally  forgotten  every  former  oc¬ 
currence  of  a  long  political  life  ?  I  will  not  teize 
you  by  many  quotations.  I  will,  however,  venture 
to  give  you  two,  that  the  world  may  know  what 
your  opinion  was  of  the  Britifh  Minifter,  and  of  a 
Britilh  Parliament,  lefs  than  fix  years  ago. 

„  Let 
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“  Let  no  man  hereafter  talk  of  the  decaying  ener- 
<e  cries  of  nature  ;  all  the  afts  and  monuments  in  the 
“  records  of  peculation,  the  confolidated  corrup- 
“  tion  of  ages,  the  patterns  of  exemplary  plunder 
in  the  heroic  times  - of.  Roman  iniquity,  never 
ce  equalled  the  gigantic*  corruption  of  this  fingle 
“  aft.  Never  did  Nero,  in  all  the  infolent  prodi- 
“  gality  of  defpotifm,  deal  out  to  his  Praetorian 
“  guards  a  donation  fit  to  be  named  with  the  largefs 
€t  fhowered  down  by  our  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer  *  on  the  faithful  band  of  his  Indian  fepoys.” 

Why,  Sir,  there  is  not  a  fublimer  pafiage  than 
this  in  the  book  before  me. 

*  % 

Again  you  fay,  “  Your  Miniders  knew  when 
cc  they  ligned  the  death  warrant  of  the  Carnatic, 
“  that  the  Nabob  would  not  only  turn  all  the  un- 
“  fortunate  farmers  of  revenue  out  of  employment, 
“  but  he  has  denounced  his  fevered  vengeance 
“  againft  them  for  afling  under  Britifli  authority. 
“  With  a  knowledge  of  this  difpofition,  a  Britifh 
cc  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Treafurer  of 
“  the  Navy,  incited  by  no  public  advantage,  im- 
pelled  by  no  public  neceflity,  in  a  drain  of  the 
“  mod  wanton  perfidy  which  has  ever  dained  thea  an- 
i(  nals  of  mankind,  have  delivered  over  to  plunder, 
imprifonment,  exile,  and  death  itfelf,  according 

*  Mr.  Pit t. 

f  Lord  Sydney,  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Grenville,  Lord 
Mul grave,  and  Lord  Walfingham. 
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a  to  the  mercy  of  fuch  execrable  tyrants,  the  un- 
ic  happy  and  deluded  fouls,  who,  untaught  by  uni- 
€C  form  example,  were  flill  weak  enough  to  put 
<c  their  trull  in  Englifh  faith/’ — Mr.  Burke's  Speech4 
of  the  14 th  of  February ,  1785.  Printed  by  Bodjley . 

Thofe  gentlemen  who  happen  to  differ  from  you 
as  to  French  politics,  may  folace  themfelves  by  re¬ 
flecting,  that  however  finely  turned  your  periods 
may  be,  the  people  of  England  will  be  more 
ready  to  believe  what  you  fhall  prove,  than  what 
you  fhall  fay  : — for  if  Mr.  Pitt  has  merited  fuch  a 
a  chara&er  as  you  have  given  of  him,  he  is  indeed 
the  “  Captain-General  of  Iniquity,”  and  fhould  be 
hunted  out  of  fociety. 

i  't  (  •  £ 

And  thefe,  Sir,  are  not  the  mere  rants  of  an  ora¬ 
tor  ;  they  are  your  own  fentiments  delivered  to  the 
world  in  a  book  publifhed  by  yourfelf,  after  many 
months  confideration.  Is  it  utterly  impoffible  for 
you  to  become  a  few  years  hence  the  panegyrift  of 
Mirabeau  ?  Events  more  extraordinary  have  hap¬ 
pened  in  my  time. 

The  allies  of  the  dead  have  been  diflurbed  in 
France,  as  you  tell  us,  to  render  the  clergy  odious ; 
66  and  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris  has  been  compelled 

to  fly  from  his  flock,  becaufe  truly  in  the  fixteenth 
“  century  the  Cardinal  of  Loraine  was  a  rebel  and  a 
“  murderer/’ 
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You  cannot  condemn  thefe  Tribunitian  contri¬ 
vances  more  than  I  do  ;  but  were  I  to  name  the 
man  in  all  Europe  who  has  carried  thefe  detedable 
tricks  to  the  mod  unwarrantable  lengths,  I  fhould 
fay  it  was  Mr.  Edmund  Burke.  Have  the  French 
raked  up  the  aQies  of  the  dead3  that  they  may  op- 
prefs  the  living  ?  So,  Sir,  have  you.  When  they 
determined  to  rob  the  church,  they  publifhed  the 
iniquities  and  the  crimes  of  churchmen  as  hidorians, 
whether  truly  or  falfely,  have  related  them.  But 
you  went  far,  very  far  beyond  the  National  Affembly. 
You  affixed  upon  the  memory  of  a  man  who  pe¬ 
ri  died  in  the  caufe  of  'his  country  above  twenty-fe- 
ven  years  ago  a  calumny  of  the  fouled  nature  ;  a'nd 
this  you  did,  in  order  to  excite  the  public  indigna¬ 
tion  againd  a  man  upon  his  trial  for  a<ds  with  which 
the  fact  you  related  had  not  the  mod  didant  con¬ 
nection.  Have  the  French,  in  any  one  indance, 
a&ed  fo  unjudifiably  ?  And  well  indeed  may  they 
contemn  us,  if  the  authority  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  (hall  be  fo  ufed.  What  mud  they  fay,  when 
they  know  that  a  man  in  their  name' told  a  Court  of 
Judice,  that  the  fon  of  the  Nabob  Meer  Jaffierwa9 
faid  to  be  druckdead  by  lightning  in  the  calmed  and 
the  dilled  night,  when  there  was  not  a  cloud  in  the 
heavens;  and  without  directly  affirming  the  faCt, 
impreffed  his  audience  with  the  belief  that  he  was 
not  detlroyed  by  lightning,  but  bafely  murdered,  and 
that  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  Mr.  Lufhington, 
a  gentleman  who  was  killed  feven  and  twrenty  years 
ago  had  authorized  fo  foul  a  deed?  What  lliall 
hey  fay  when  they  are  informed,  that  there  are 
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many  gentlemen  now  in  England  who  were  in  the 
camp  in  the  night  when  Meeran  was  killed  ?  What 
fhall  they  fay  when  they  are  told,  that  Colonel  Iron- 
dde,  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Burke,  was 
one  of  the  number  ?  What  fhall  they  fay  when  they 
are  told,  that  all  thefe  gentlemen  affirm  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner,  that  of  all  the  tempeduous  nights 
they  have  known  during  a  long  refidence  in  India, 
they  do  not  remember  a  more  dreadful  dorm  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  wind  and  rain,  than  poured 
upon  them  that  night  ?  What  fhall  they  fay  when 
they  are  told,  that  half  the  tents  of  the  camp  were 
blown  down  by  the  violence  of  the  fcorm,  and  that 
not  one  of  them  ever  entertained  a  fufpicion  fo  dif- 
honourable  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Lufhington  as 
Mr.  Burke  threw  out  in  the  name  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  firfl  affembly  in  the  world?  What 
fhall  they  fay  when  they  are  told,  that  fuch  a  fufpi¬ 
cion  was  never  entertained  by  any  man  in  India  ? 
And  what  fhall  we  fay  to  a  man  who  dates  as  a  fa<d, 
what  a  hundred  witneffies  can  prove  was  notorioufly 
falfe ;  and  follows  that  falfe  fa£t  by  inlinuations, 
that  a  man  fo  many  years  deceafed  was  guilty  of  a 
foul  and  atrocious  murder  ? 

# 

I  proted  to  you,  Sir,  I  can  fee  nothing  in  the 
conduct  of  the  National  Affembly  more  contrary  to 
the  drd  principles  of  judice,  more  repugnant  to  the 
feelings  of  a  man  of  honour,  or  more  (hocking  to  hu¬ 
manity,  than  certain  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Hadings,  and  this  foul  calumny  uttered  againd  the 
fair  fame  of  the  late  Mr.  LuOiington,  for  the  paltry 
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ourpofe  of  difcrediting  a  whole  body  of  men,  among# 
vhom  Mr.  Haftings  is  but  a  tingle  individual, 
exceeds  in  iniquity  any  thing  you  have  related  again# 
the  National  Affembly,  for  their  conduct  to  the 
church. 

You  have  managed  fo  to  purify  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  by  the  expultion  of  contrabtors,  and  by  over¬ 
turning  other  partsof  thatmonftrous  fyftem  of  corrup¬ 
tion  introduced  by  your  new  friend  Lord  Guildford, 
(as  you  fay)  that  you  have  but  one  fear  remaining. — ■ 
cc  All  will  go  well  as  long  as  the  Breakers  of  law  in 
<c  India  can  be  kept  from  becoming  the  Makers  of 
<c  law  in  England/5  It  is  lomething  remarkable, 
that  after  having;  had  the  honour  and  character  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  your  complete  difpofal 
for  more  than  three  years,  you  Should  have  never  yet 
eftablilhed  the  truth  of  the  fadt,  which  you  atifume, 
as  if  it  was  undiljputed. 

There  is  one  event,  and  but  one,  in  which  the 
Englishmen  who  have  been  in  India,  whether  they 
broke  or  preferved  the  laws  there,  took  a  very  active 
and  fuccefsful  part  :  and  that  was,  in  oppoting  with 
their  utmoftinduftry  thatfyftem  which  they  firmly  be¬ 
lieved  to-be  yours,  and  which  was  condemned  in  the 
ftrongeSt  poftible  manner  by  the  King,  by  the  Lords, 
and  by  the  People ;  without  whofe  aftiftance  our  gracious 
Sovereign  muft  have  fubmitted  to  a  domineering 
Aristocracy,  That  your  zeal  Should  outrun  your 
difcretion  whenever  this  fubjebt  comes  acrofs  your 
imagination,  I  am  not  Surprized ;  and  that  Mr. 
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Mailings  has  differed  for  the  adivity  of  his  friends 
upon  that  occafion ,  is  now  tolerably  clear  to  the  whole 
world.  But  allow  me  to  tell  you.  Sir,  that  the 
claufe  which  you  introduced  in  your  own  bill,  and 
which  (till  I  fee  plays  before  your  fancy,  was  to  the 
full  as  unjuft  as  any  thing  you  lay  to  the  charge  of 
the  National  Affembly.  Prima  Fade,  the  Gentle¬ 
men  of  India  have  a  merit  which  thofe  with  whom 

v  >  r  ^ 

you  are  leagued  cannot  boaft.  They  have  neither 
difmembered  the  empire,  nor  have  they  plunged 
the  nation  into  a  debt  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  that  it 
is  more  alarming  to  national  liberty  than  any  fenti- 
ments  that  may  flow  from  Dr.  Price*  Compofed, 
as  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is,  many  members  noto¬ 
rious  y  the  reprefentatives  of  Dukes,  Marquifles, 
Earls,  Vifcounts,  and  Barons,  why  fhould  any  one 
part  of  the  monied  intereft  of  the  country  be  ex- 
eluded  ?  As  far  as  England  is  undone,  it  has  been 
ruined  by  the  Country  Gentlemen,  w?ho,  with  the 
beft  intentions  in  the  world,  fupported  Lord  North 
in  the  profecution  of  the  American  war*  until  a  na+ 
tional  bankruptcy  was  apprehended.  This  fad  I 
Bate  upon  your  authority,  and  it  is  notorioufly 
true. 

If  a  man  has  property,  he  has  a  right  to  be  a  can¬ 
didate  for  a  feat  in  Parliament.  If  he  has  obtained 
that  property  by  illegal  means,  let  the  law  lay  hold 
of  him  But  to  throw  out  thefc  malicious  iniinua- 
tlons  upon  all  occafions,  to  go  out  of  your  Way  to  do 
it,  is  equally  unjuft  and  ungenerous  as  it  was  to 
threaten  Lord  North  year  after  year  with  an  im- 
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peachment,  in  order  to  intimidate  him  into  a  com- 
promife.  Such  conduct,  Sir,  makes  an  honefl:  man 
lick  of  public  life.  It  has  reduced  oppoiition, 
which  always  ought  be  refpedable,  to  contempt. 

Your  doctrines  are  exceedingly  favourable  to  a 
Miniller ;  and  as  I  wi(h  to  fee  a  good  Government 
fupported,  I  confefs  to  you  that  many  of  them  I 
much  approve.  But  were  I  to  think,  as  you  profefs 
to  do  of  the  Miniitry,  I  Pnould  entertain  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  opinion  indeed.  Such  dodrines  would  have 

•  i  ,  »  »  • 

made  you  a  Jacobite  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Se¬ 
cond.  Such  dodrines  cannot  be  heard  with  pa¬ 
tience  by  thofe  who  have  a  bad  opinion  of  the  pre- 
fent  Minifler;  or  may  confcientioully  think,  as 
many  do,  that  without  touching  the  prerogatives  of 
the  King,  or  forcibly  entering  into  his  kitchen,  fome 
parts  of  our  conllitution  may  be  improved. 

That  the  Book  is  calculated  to  ftrengthen  the  hands 
of  that  Adminiftration  which  it  has  been  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  fome  years  of  your  life  to  pull  down,  I 
freely  allow. 

The  dodrine  of  the  Conftitution,  according  to 
my  opinion,  is,  that  his  Majefty  has  a  right  to  chufe 
and  to  difmifs  his  own  Minifters.  The  dodrine  of 
Mr.  Burke,  as  delivered  in  a  pamphlet,  called, 
“  Thoughts  on  the  prefent  Difcontents,”  was, 
that  the  country  ought  to  be  governed  by' a  party — 
by  family  connedions : — -that  it  was  fo  governed  in 

the 
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the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  for  many  years.  This  is 
the  true  Rockingham  Creed ;  and  they  a<fted  upon 
it  in  17B3,  when,  being  too  weak  themfelves  to 
overturn  the  King’s  Minifter,  they  extended  their 
connection,  they  did  not  borrow  a  majority  as  the 
late  Mr,  Pitt  once  confefted  he  had  done  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle,  but  they  bargained  for  one, 
and  the  price  paid  was,  a  divilion  of  all  the  offices 
of  Government,  with  their  bittereft  enemies. 

Before  the  nation  had  recovered  from  the  furprize 
into  which  fuch  an  union  had  thrown  them,  the  deed 
was  done.  Mr.  Pitt  has  no  fuch  combinations  to 
dread  in  future.  His  repofe  in  Parliament  will  not 
be  difturbed,  at  leaft  by  the  fame  perfons.  New 
combinations  may  be  formed  ;  but  the  Coalition  is  1 
gone  for  ever  ;  thofe  general  principles  of  union, 
that  fidelity  of  attachment  which,  as  Mr.  Sheridan 
told  us,  drew  applaufe  even  from  the  enemies  of 
Oppolition,  is  ever  gone,  never  to  return.  Avaunt, 
ye  Whig  Clubs  !  ye  Weftminfter  Meetings !  ye 
Revolution  Societies  !  Dare  not,  I  charge  ye, 
Englifhmen,  again  to  talk  or  think  of  public  men, 
or  public  meafures,  left  fome  amongft  you  fhould 
prefume  to  hint  your  difapprobation  of  a  Minifter’s 
conduCf,  and  to  doubt  whether  you  are  fo  profpe- 
rous  and  fo  happy  as  Mr.  Burke  reprefents  you 
to  be. 

The  true  caufe  of  the  revolution  in  France  you 
have  fairly  ftated,  I  think — “  Nations  are  wading 
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deeper  and  deeper  into  an  ocean  of  boundlefs 
“  debts.  Public  debts,  which  at  firfl  were  a  fecu- 
rity  to  government,  by  interefling  many  in  the 
“  public  tranquillity,  are  likely  in  their  excefs  to  be- 
“  come  the  means  of  their  fubverfion.  If  govern- 
“  ment  provide  for  thefe  debts,  by  heavy  impofi- 
s<  tions,  they  periih,  by  becoming  odious  to  the 
<c  people.  If  they  do  not  provide  for  them, 
they  will  be  undone  by  the  efforts  of  the  moft 
dangerous  of  all  parties  ;  I  mean  an  extenfive 
“  difcontented  monied  intereft,  injured  and  not 
16  deftroyed.” 

■*  *  i 

The  real  diftindion  between  this  kingdom  and 
France  before  its  revolution,  is  this  : — We  have 
run  deeply  into  debt,  fo  deeply,  that  I  believe  it 
was  once  your  opinion,  that  a  national  bankruptcy 
was  inevitable.  This  debt,  is  the  debt  of  the  people, 
contracted  by  the  adoption  of  meafures  of  which 
they  approved  ;  for  whether  it  be  poflible  or  not  to. 
amend  the  reprefentation,  this  I  know,  that  no 

Minifler  can  long  carry  on  a  war,  through  the 

* 

medium  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  contrary  to  the 
zvifoes  of  the  people.  It  was  the  change  of  public 
opinion,  that  firif  made  an  impreffion  upon  a  Houfe 
that  had  fupported  Lord  North  for  fo  many  years  ; 
and  therefore  our  debt  is  in  no  inftance  to  be  imputed 
to  his  Majefty,  nor  even  to  his  Minifler,  unlefs  it 
can  be  proved  that  he  deceived  Parliament.  We 
have  fliewn  a  laudable  fpirit,  to  pay  honeflly  and 
fairly  thofe  debts,  which  we  abfurdly  con  traded. — 

H  But 
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But  in  'France  the  law  was  widely  different — 'their 
deficit,  the  real  fource  of  the  revolution  arofe  from 
the  meafures  adopted  by  a  Monarch,  in  which  the 
people  had  no  voice.-* — The  American  war  infpired 
them  with  new  idea$  ;  and  Vive  le  Roi ,  yielded  to 
Vive  la  Nation. 

Let  the  proceedings  of  the  Revolution  Society  be 
as  abfurd  as  you  defcribe  them,  they  are,  as  a  body, 
too  inconfiderable  toattrad  notice — their  committees 
may  correfpond  with  the  French ;  they  may  drink 
the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  or  an  equal  reprefen- 
tation,  in  Biihopfgate  Street,  while  Mr.  Fox  is  toaft- 
ing  the  majefty  of  the  people  in  Covent  Garden, 
without  difturbing  the  decent  order,  and  tranquillity 
of  government.  We  can  have  no  confidence  in 
men  of  whom  we  entertain  no  very  high  opinion. — - 
You  cannot  ferioufly  believe,  that  any  fpeculative 
opinions  promulgated  now,  in  the  hour  of  our  pros¬ 
perity,  will  affed  us,  when  the  people  withftood 
every  art  ufed  to  inflame  them,  at  a  diftrefsful  pe¬ 
riod,  '  ; 

Indeed,  Mr.  Burke,  I  mu  ft  believe,  that  lofing 
your  own  memory,  you  conceive  the  public  to 
have  drank  of  the  waters  of  Lethe  alfo.  Carry 
your  recolledion  back,  I  pray  you,  to  the  period  of 
the  American  war — remember  the  county  meetings, 
correfponding  committees,  Mr.  Fox’s  Parliament 
in  Weftminfter  Hall,  and  the  refolutions  taken  at  the 
King’s  Arms,  againft  “  a  wicked  and  abandoned 
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“  adminidration,  and  a  corrupt  majority  in  Parlia- 
“  ment.”— Remember  the  encouragement  you  re¬ 
ceived  by  addreffes  from  different  counties ,  to 
perfevere  in  your  Bill  of  Reform— remember  ^the 
confidence  placed  by  many  people  in  a  perfevering, 
able,  and  as  they  then  thought*  a  virtuous  oppofi- 
tion  ;  and  if  all  thefe  circumftances  could  not  (hake 
tin  unfortunate,  and  an  indolent  Adminidration, 
much  more  produce  an  innovation  in  cur  admirable 
frame  of  government ;  what  in  thefe  days  of  confi¬ 
dence  in  Miniders,  and  impaflioned  loyalty  to  our 
Sovereign,  can  be  expected  from  a  few  intempe¬ 
rate  expredions  (admitting  them  to  deferve  that 
epithet)  in  the  fermon  of  a  diffenting  minider,  al- 
mod  finking  into  the  grave,  Under  the  weight  of 
years,  and  infirmities ! 

What  is  the  honed  fentiment  of  the  people  of  Eng* 
land  upon  the  French  Revolution  ? — We  are  forry, 
they  fay,  for  the  fallen  date  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
and  we  feel  for  the  didrefies  of  the  nobility ;  but 
what  bufinefs  had  they  to  interfere  between  us  and 
America;  and  with  thefe  fentiments,  they  leave  them 
to  fettle  their  own  government. 

I  mud,  therefore,  look  beyond  the  caufe  you  have 
afligned.  The  Revolution  Society,  as  a  body. 
Would  not  have  attracted  your  notice  unlefs  there 
had  been  other  circumdances  connected  with  their 
conducd. 
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Every  iil&n  in  the  kingdom  knows  the  violent 
fart  you  took  in  the  debates  upon  the  Regency. — I, 
Who  have  the  honour  to  belong  to  many  clubs  in 
this  town,  and  who  have  mixed  very  much  with 
men  of  all  ranks  and  parties,  believe,  upon  tolera¬ 
ble  information,  that  every  ftep  taken  by  you  du¬ 
ring  that  period,  was'cenfured  by  thofe  with  whom 
you  aCted.  You  well  know  the  ground  you  loft 
with  the  public,  and  there  muft  have  been  fomC 
foundation  for  the  reports  that  we  heard  of  difien- 
tions  amongft  your  friends,*  when  Mr.  Fox  left  tht 
army  without  a  General. 

m 
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After  the  providential  recovery  of  His  Majefty, 
the  impeachment  (that  mill-ftone  about  the  neck  of 
your  party)  was  refumed — it  was  dragged  on  through 
the  feflion,  commencing  with  a  fpeech  of  four  days 
from  Mr.  Burke,  and  proceeding  with  almofbdaily 
difputes  upon  evidence,  and  continual  references  to 
the  judges  of  the  land.  The  ground  you  and  the 
party  loft  with  the  public  by  this  protraction,  you 
were  well  aware  of.  The  prorogation  in  1789,  left 
Mr,  Pitt  in  full  poffeflion  of  power,  and  oppO- 
fition  as  low,  in  public  opinion,  as  men  of  theif 
talents  could  be.  On  the  next  meeting  in  January 
of  this  year,  a  noble  Vifcount,  who  moved  the  ad- 
drefs,  very -imprudently  in  my  opinion,  alluded  to 
the  confufed  ftate  of  the  French  government.  Here 
was  the  favourable  moment  for  you  On  the  ftrft 

*  New  Annual  Regifter  for.  1789. 
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opportunity  you  went  very  fully  into  the  affairs  of 
France,  and  forced  your  friends,  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Sheridan,  (who,  “  if  they  have  faults  to  Heaven, 
liave  none  to  you”)  to  differ  from  you  ;  the  latter 
•with  fo  much  vehemence,  that  it  produced  as 
vehement  a  reply,  and  a  folemn  declaration,  that 
you  were  feparated  in  politics  for  ever.  Could  fuch 
violence  have  proceeded  from  fo  trifling  a  caufe  2 
The  feeds  of  this  ill  humour  were  fown,  when  both 
of  you  were  almoft  at  the  door  of  the  two  pay  of¬ 
fices,  naval  and  military.  From  that  moment  all 
confidence  has  been  at  an  end.  Mr.  Pitt,  (who  aded 
with  political  wifdom  in  fo  doing)  took  care  to  ex- 
prefs  his  fentiments  very  plainly,  and  the  Houfe 
and  the  public  went  with  him.  The  conftitutional 
language  of  Mr.  Burke  was  warmly  applauded — its» 
inconfiftency  with  all  his  former  opinions  was  not 
.  noticed — and  it  muft  have  given  fome  fatisfadion  to 
xhe  Minifler,  to  fee  a  public  difference  between 
Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  on  a  fundamental 
point. 

You  then  tried  your  credit  with  the  late  Parliament 
to  the  utmoft  ;  on  one  day  you  gave  notice,  that  in 
confequence  of  fome  extraordinary  decihons  in  Weft- 
minfler  Hall  (by  the  Judges  of  England)  you  fhould 
bring  forward  a  motion  relative  to  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Haftings. 

Abandoning  every  thing  of  this  kind,  and  without 
SACS  alluding  to  thofe  extraordinary  decifions,  you 
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made  two  motions ;  the  nrfl:,  that  the  managers 
(hould  abandon  as  many  of  the  articles,  as  they 
fhould  pleafe  ;  but  ^without  abandoning  the  truth 
or  importance  of  them— the  fecond,  that  the  Houfe 
were  bound  to  perfevere  in  the  impeachment,  un¬ 
til  judgement  could  be  obtained  upon  important  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  fame. 

•*  i 

And  this  dying  Houfe  of  Commons  (which  had 
been  profecuting  the  impeachment  three  complete? 
years,  and  knowing,  as  every  individual  member 
did,  that  it  was  at  Death’s  door)  voted  your  refo- 
lutions,  and  lived  but  thirty  days  longer.  Can  I 
prove  there  was  management  in  all  this  ?  Certainly 
I  cannot ;  but  I  may  conje&ure  there  was,  with 
fnuch  more  propriety  than  you  conceived  that  Mr. 
Pitt  ordered  the  debts  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  to  be 
paid,  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Atkinfon  might  be 
franked  into  Parliament. 

Good  may  fometimes  be  produced  by  evil.— 
The  impeachment  of  Mr.  Haftings,  has  been  to  him, 
a  fnoft  grievous  oppreffion — it  has  deeply  affe&ed 
the  firft ,  the  vital  principle  of  the  Britifh  Conftitti- 
tion,  by  which  equal  and  fpeedy  jufti^e  is  promifed 
to  all ;  but  it  has  ihown  to  what  defperate  lengths 
the  fpirit  of  party  and  injuftice  w  ill  carry  men ; 
and  thofe  perfons  who  commenced  this  trial  with 
compliments  as  fulfome  and  difgufting  the  one  to 
the  other,  as  their  abufe  of  the  defendant  was  coarfe 
and  unmanly,  are  now  feparated  in  politics  for  ever. 
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Thejuftice  of  Heaven  is  difplayed  when  a  man  is 
made  the  inftrument  of  diigracing  thofe  who  have 
dishonoured  themfelves  by  fupporting  him  againft 
every  principle  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe.  You, 
Mr.  Burke,  have  publicly  contradicted  every  prin¬ 
ciple  that  you  profeffed  through  life — your  old  af- 
fociates  profeffmg  to  differ  from  you,  feel  the  dis¬ 
credit  that  you  have  brought  upon  the  party,  and 
the  public,  with  one  voice,  exclaims,  “  What  is 
patriotifm  but  a  name  !” 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

'  ...  ^  ^  ♦ 

A  Member  of  the  Revolution  Society . 

«  .  * 

Nov .  6,  1790. 
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6.  SXMKIN’s  LETTERS  for  1790,  o6tavo,  price  3s. 

7.  The  Third  Edition  of  GOVERNOR  PHTLLIPS’s  VOY- 
AGE  to  BOTANY  BiVY,  embellifhed  with  20  Copper-plates* 
in  one  large  vol.  royal  odtavo,  price  10s  6d.  in  boards. 

N.  B.  A  few  Copies  of  the  Firft  Edition,  in  one  large  vol. 
quarto,  with  55  Copper-plates;  and  the  NATURAL  HIS¬ 
TORY,  beautifully  coloured,  price  2I#  12s.  6d.  in  boards,  or 
uncoloured  il.  ns.  6d. 
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